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Mini-Summit on Angola Planned for 30 Oct 


4B1910202789 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 19 Oct 89 


{Text} An African mini-summit will take place on 30 
October in Yamoussoukro. This meeting, which will deal 
with the situation in Angola, will bring together the 
heads of state of Gabon, Sao Tome and Principe, 
Zambia, and Ivory Coast. This was announced this 
afternoon in Yamoussoukro by the Gabonese head of 
state, President Omar Bongo, who paid a friendly 
working visit to our capital, which lasted a few hours. 
The Gabonese head of state, who arrived late this 
morning, returned home late this afternoon. Mr Bongo 
was accompanied to Yamousscukro by his prime min- 
ister and his foreign minister. President Houphouet- 
Boigny was accompanied by National Assembly Speaker 
Henri Konan Bedie and several government members. 
The two heads of state had lunch together and held 
private discussions which they disclosed later during a 
joint news conference shortly before the departure of 
President Omar Bongo. 


OAU Secretary General Outlines Objectives 


4B2010124889 Dakar PANA in English 1202 GMT 
20 Oct 8Y 


[Text] Addis Ababa, 20 Oct (PANA)}—-The secretary gen- 
eral of the Organisation of African Unity (OAU), Mr Salim 
Ahmed Salim, has declared that his first priority is to 
improve efficiency at the Secretariat of the continental 
body. 


In an exclusive interview with PANA on Thursday [19 
October] in Addis Ababa, Salim said the secretariat 
required “competent, committed, devoted and talented” 
personnel in order to confront the enormous challenges 
facing the continent. 


He said that the Secretariat has competent people who 
only needed motivation in order to make them perform 
their assignments with more devotion. 


He pointed out that competence and devotion would be 
the criteria for future recruitment of personnel into the 
organisation’s Secretariat to ensure that those who are 
taken are best suited for their responsabilities and the 
challenge facing Africa. 


With an efficient Secretariat, it will be possible to 
implement in a more complete manner the decisions 
which are passed by the annual summits of African heads 
of state and governments, he added. 


The secretary general said he would strive to acquire 
appropriate equipment to enable the staff to perform 
their duties well. He said no worker can perform his 
work well if he uses outmoded tools. 


On the financial crisis facing the majority of African 
institutions, he said it was up to African countries to 
make a choice. 
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“In spite of the difficult financial sitdation under which 
they live, certain states on the continent are up to date in 
their contributions to internationa! organisations. 


“We should not give more priority to international 
Organisations than to the institutions we have created 
ourselves”, the secretary general added. 


“If we want our institutions to be efficient’. he said, “we 
should give them the priority they deserve”. 


Ethiopian Airlines Moves Base to Togo 


FEA2210210489 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 22 Oct 89 


[From the “African News” program] 


[Text] Ethiopian Airlines has announced that it 1s 
moving its West African base from Abidjan in Ivory 
Coast to Lome in Togo. The airlines says its daily night 
flight to Nairobi and Addis Ababa will now originate in 
Lome. The Italian state airline, Alitalia, recently with- 
drew from Ivory Coast. Ethiopian Airlines says it will 
still call at Abidjan but only twice a week. 


The moves are a repercussion of efforts to save Air 
Afrique, jointly owned by 10 western and central African 
countries, from bankruptcy. Sixteen hundred of Air 
Afrique’s staff have already been dismissed as part of the 
reorganization plan. The chairman of Air Afrique, Mr 
Y ves Rolland-Billecart. says the airline 1s to increase the 
number of flight destinations it serves from November 
and to add two more aircraft to its fleet. Speaking in 
Paris, he said he expected Air Afrique’s business, 70 
percent of it with France. to improve. and the company 
would break even next year. 


Central African Postal \iceting Opens in Cameroon 


AB2010131389 Yaounde Domestic Service in Enelish 
1800 GMT 19 Oct 89 


[Text] The ministerial meeting of Central African Post 
and Telecommunications Conference, CAPTAC, 
opened in Yaounde this afternoon. The president of the 
conference, Secundo Munos Illata from Equatorial 
Guinea, said [words indistinct] was devoted to post and 
telecommunications throughout the subregion. 
Cameroon's minister of post and telecommunications, 
Sanda Oumarou, was at today’s opening ceremony, and 
read the welcome address to the ministers. It may be 
recalled that the steering committee has been holding its 
meeting in Yaounde since Monday [16 October] to 
prepare contributions to ministerial conference. 


Commonwealth Summit Held in Kuala Lumpur 


[Text] For reportage on the Commonwealth summit 
being held in Kuala Lumpur. Malaysia, see the Interna- 
tional Affairs section of the 18 October East Asia DAILY 
REPORT and subsequent issues. 


~ 


* Paper Praises 4 Nations’ Cooperative Efforts 


3400006 7a Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 
15 Sep SY p l 


[Text] A fortnight ago, a committee of experts from 
Nigeria, Benin, Togo and Ghana met at Abuja and 
resolved to “standardize the procedures for returning to 
their legal owners stolen goods identified in their respec- 
tive countries.” According to the report, the committee 
also proposed the “formation of joint inspection teams of 
police, immigration and customs officials of the signatory 
States to verify cases of harassment and to report erring 
security officials, to the appropriate authorities.” 


No doubt. this is a commendable and necessary step 
which when implemented would help in curbing certain 
anti-social behavior such as robberies, smuggling and 
official corruption, and which would save these coun- 
tries the huge cost which the intra-state movement of 
stolen goods entails. Before now, goods stolen and taken 
across the borders became irretrievable for one impor- 
tant reason. In the absence of official cooperation such as 
this, certain border staff in neighboring states rather than 
apprehend the rogues, frequently turned a blind eye to 
these nefarious activities. This had helped in escalating 
the scale of this despicable practice. It is hoped therefore 
that the new impetus from the Abuja conference will 
help halt this malfeasance. This hope is supported by last 
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June’s incident in which cooperation with Benin 
Republic border officials led to the recovery of five 
stolen vehicles. 


But beyond this, there 1s a sense in which the four-nation 
resolution gives an added relevance to the agreement of 
cooperation existing between ECOWAS countries. 
Attempts to curb criminality and official misdemeanor 
on a transnational basis such as this is not only good for 
the social and economic health of these countries, but it 
also lends a concreteness to the idea of good neighborli- 
ness which the countries in the sub-region have pledged 
themselves to uphold. 


One advantage that emerges from this, 1s that, it 1s likely 
to lessen the threat of hostility between these countries. 
The unhappy squabble that broke out between Senegal 
and Mauritania over grazing lands that has led to the 
expulsion of their nationals, shows the ease with which 
relations between countries could deteriorate, if avenues 
of cooperation are not constantly explored. A way there- 
fore to ensure perpetual good neighborliness is to strive 
to remove areas of friction, as has been done at Abuja by 
these four countries. It is the only panacea for peace. 


We urge these countries, therefore, to speedily imple- 
ment the laudable agreement reached. When modalities 
for implementation have been established, the agree- 
ment should be expanded to include other countries in 
the West African sub-region. 
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Cameroon 


National Assembly Speaker Returns From USSR Tour 


AB1910183689 Yaounde Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 18 Oct 89 


[Text] National Assembly President Honorable Fonka 
Shang Lawrence has returned to Yaounde from a 
friendly visit to the USSR. Honorable Fonka Shang left 
the country on October | at the head of a 10-man 
parliamentary delegation whose members held talks col- 
lectively and individually with senior Supreme Soviet 
officials in Moscow from October 6. The delegation was 
also received by leaders of nongovernmental organiza- 
tions based in the Soviet Union and the members of the 
federal government. Honorable Fonka Shang and his 
delegation also visited the Socialist Republic of Turk- 
menistan and the town of Leningrad. 


Central African Republic 


Benin Extradites 13 Wanted CAR Nationals 


AB2010141889 Bangui Domestic Service in French 
1800 GMT 18 Oct 89 


[Text] The Beninese security service has arrested a 
certain number of illegal foreign nationals including | 3 
Central African Republic [CAR] nationals for indulging 
in unlawful activities. Some of these persons, who were 
earmarked for expulsion, expressed the desire to be 
repatriated to CAR. The People’s Republic of Benin 
sought the agreement of the CAR authorities who raised 
no objection. Thus, these 13 people were repatriated to 
the CAR. Upon their arrival in Bangui, it was discovered 
after checking that one of them had several names— 
Yangba Dieudonne, Yangba Samuel! Oudowi, Osseini 
Mohamed, Malunga Celestin. In actual fact, this man 
was no other than Francois Bozize for whose arrest a 
warrant had been issued in connection with acts of 
terrorism, especially an attempt to blow up the Bangui 
oil depot; an attempt to blow up CAR Electricity Com- 
pany thermal plant; conspiracy with Jacques Kenouzou 
and Francois Doubia, arrested on 25 September, 1987, 
near the Bangui-Mpoko Airport for carryin a booby- 
trapped suitcase containing 10 kilos of explosives: the 
murder of Mr Gongeno, mayor of Bakisa; and various 
charges of attempting to murder CAR and foreign per- 
sonalities. All these persons have been placed under 
arrest pending further investigations being actively con- 
ducted by the CAR legal authorities. 


Gabon 


Bongo on Status of Yamoussoukro Meeting on Angola 


AB2210105189 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
0630 GMT 22 Oct 89 


[Text] The Gabonese president has given some clarifica- 
tions concerning the negotiations on Angola. President 
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Omar Bongo last night stated that his 30 October trip to 
Yamoussoukro, which he had already visited this week, 
will only be to inform his Ivorian counterpart, Felix 
Houphouet-Boigny, about progress made su far in these 
negotiations. Tha Gabonese head of state, therefore, 
Stated that this meeting, scheduled for 30 October with 
his counterparts from Zambia and Sao Tome and Princ- 
ipe, will not be a summit, but that that meeting 1s rather 
to dissipate the misunderstanding between Ivory Coast 
and Zaire. 


Zaire 


President Mobutu To Meet Angolan President 


AB2010112789 Pairs AFP in French 1931 GMT 


[Text] Paris, 19 Oct (AFP)}—President Mobutu Sese Seko 
is expected to leave Paris shortly for Zaire. where he will 
meet Angolan President Jose Eduardo dos Santos, Zairian 
State Commissioner for Foreign Affairs Nguz a Karl- 
I-Bond announced here today. He also announced that Mr 
Mobutu will subsequently receive in Zaire the leader of the 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
(UNITA—the Angolan armed opposition movement), 
Jonas Savimbi, with whom he met last Sunday [15 
October] in southern France, along with Herman Cohen, 
U.S. assistant secretary for African Affairs. 


The Zairian head of state, who serves as mediator in 
efforts to find a solution to the Angolan internal conflict, 
also had talks last Friday {13 October] in southern 
France, where he has a residence. with Angolan Foreign 
Minister Pedro van Dumen Loy, to whom he handed a 
message for Mr dos Santos. Later. on Monday [16 
October], he met with South African Foreign Minister 
Pik Botha. 


Mr Karl-I-Bond, who stood in for the Zairian head of 
State at a luncheon hosted by the Euro-African Press 
Association, did not say much about the substance of Mr 
Mobutu’s various talks. He merely said that Zaire hoped 
it would rapidly move up to the next phase, that is the 
signing of a cease-fire agreement. before the two sides 
could sit at the same table to discuss national reconcili- 
ation under Mr Mobutu’s auspices. 


“The solution will neither be American nor Soviet, but it 
will be Angolan,” said the Zairian state commissioner, 
who pointed out that “Savimbi is an unavoidable real- 
ity” and expressed satisfaction with the reconciliation 
between the Angolan Government and Kinshasa. 


According to various sources close to the negotiators, the 
new settlement proposed to Luanda, with U.S. and 
South African backing, includes the formation of a 
transitional government in which each movement would 
keep its identity but without Savimbi’s participation, 
and the drafting of a constitution that would guarantee 
the rights of minorities. 
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The essence of this proposal is the “sharing of power,” 
which Luanda has categorically rejected up until now, 
proposing instead the integration of UNITA cadres in all 
sections of the state machinery on the basis of their 
qualifications. 


The Angolan authorities have also envisaged the possi- 
bility of giving Mr Savimbi a high honorary position 
after a period of voluntary retirement designed *'o let 
feelings cool down.” In principle, Mobutu is due to leave 
Paris tomorrow. 


Arrives in Gbhadolite 20 Oct 


AB2010164089 Paris AFP in French 1435 GMT 
20 Oct 89 


[Text] Kinshasa, 20 Oct (AFP}—The Zairsan ‘ead of 
state, Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko, arrived this morning 
in Gbadolite (northwestern Zaire) where he was to meet 
his Angolan counterpart, President Eduardo dos Santos, 
to try to solve the conflict between Luanda and the 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
[UNITA] guerrilla movement. President Mobutu, whose 
arrival was announced by official sources in Kinshasa, 
was coming from Paris, where he had been paying a 
working visit. The Zairian head of state, who has been 
acting as mediator between Luanda and the UNITA 
armed opposition moveme.it, has in the past few days 
been in the center of intense diplomatic activity to 
relaunch the peace process in Angola. 


The president, who left his country at the beginning of 
the month for a tour of the United States and France, is 
to meet President dos Santos, as was announced yes- 
terday in Paris by Zairian Foreign Affairs Minister Nguz 
a Karl-I-Bond, after he held talks in France last weekend 
with Mr Jonas Savimbi. President Mobutu, who met 
President George Bush in the United States, went to his 
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property in southern France, where for 4 days, a diplo- 
matic shuttle took place, leading to the resumption of 
discussions among the Angolan “feuding brothers” in 
order to end the fighting that has been going on for 14 
years. After his meeting with the Angolan head of state, 
the date for which has not yet been specified in Kinshasa, 
Marshal Mobutu will again meet Mr Savimbi in order to 
achieve a lasting cease-fire prior to real, direct negotia- 
tions, according to observers. 


Bulgarian Trade Union Delegation Arrives 


AB2010093489 Kinshasa AZAP in French 1620 GMT 
19 Oct BY 


[Text] Kinshasa, 18 Oct (AZAP)}—A delegation of the 
Bulgarian Central Council of Trade Unions, led by 
Stoynoy Shaterov, bureau member of the Central 
Council of Trade Unions of Bulgaria and chairman of 
the Agriculture and Food Industry Workers Union, 
arrived in the capital on 17 October for a 6-day trade 
union mission with the National Union of Workers of 
Zaire [{UNTZA]. 


According to the UNTZA Department of External Rela- 
tions, this visit is in line with the policy of mutual 
cooperation initiated by UNTZA leaders between the 
UNTZA’s professional federations and those of other 
trade unions. During its stay in the capital, the Bulgarian 
trade union delegation will hold working sessions with 
the UNTZA national federation in charge of plantation 
and animal husbandry workers. 


The program also envisages information visits to some 
agro-industrial units in the Bas-Zaire Region, particu- 
larly the Bemba Sons’ agropastoral farm at Kasangulu, 
the Kwilu-Ngongo sugar plartation, the Jules Van 
Lancker (JVL) plantations at Kolo, and the Kisantu 
botanical garden. Mr Shaterov is accompanied by Stefan 
Georgiev Nedelchev, a cadre in the International Rela- 
tions Department of the Central Council. 
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Djibouti 


*Troublemakers® Arrested in 21 Oct Clashes 


FA2210195089 Djihouti Domestic Service in Somali 
1700 GMT 22 Oct 89 


[Text] The Ministry of the Interior has reported that a 
second round of clashes took place last night [21 
October] in the Fifth Estate of Djibouti. The police 
arrested many troublemakers. who will face a strict 
process of law. The people have been repeatedly warned. 
but some have not yet desisted from violating security 
and stability. Mr Khajreh Allaleh Hared, the minister of 
the interior, has informed the people that the security 
forces are under orders to put down any such manifes- 
tations heavy-handedly. Every Djibouti citizen ts 
expected to behave patniotically. 


The minister stated that events in neighboring countries 
must never be allowed to affect this country’s stability. 
The government will take appropriate legal steps against 
anyone who attempts to damage the country’s security 
and stability. 


Ethiopia 


Mengistu Addresses Nation on Tigray Rebels 


EA1910195789 Addis Ahaha Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1700 GMT 18 Oct 8&9 


[Address to nation by President Mengistu Haile Mariam: 
in Addis ¢ haba—tive] 


[Text] Dear compatriots, in today’s world, a few coun- 
tries and a limited proportion of the human race have 
advanced in development and civilization and they are 
now forging ahead rapidly in their aims using a variety of 
methods. However, most countries and the vast majority 
of the human race, for one reason or another, have not 
been lucky enough advance in development. As is well 
known, among the latter is our country, Ethiopia, and us, 
Ethiopians. Why is this so? Is it because we did not want 
to? Or have we not made any attempt to advance? 


It is possible to give many reasons, but the overall truth 
is that, on the one hand, there are historical causes and. 
on the other, we have not all been able to abandon the 
harmful attitudes of the past and forge ahead with 
strength, toward a better future. When one person moves 
forward, if another pulls him back, there will be no step 
forward, development, improvement in living condi- 
tions, prosperity, or respect from others. 


Leaving history aside, we recently drafted a peace initia- 
tive, which received positive support from all those who 
wish us well, and we began to make concerted efforts for 
peace which were clear to everyone. In this respect, the 
talks started in Atlanta, USA, is one example. But the 
so-called TPLF, [Tigray People’s Liberation Front], by 
biting our hand, stretched out in peace, an action based 
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ON narrow nationalistic agitation. particularly since 29 
August 1989. is bent on creating an immense act of 
fratricidal war. 


How can the entire people's wish for peace be realized 
and peaceful work for better life be carried out in this 
condition? What 1s the aim of the so-called liberation 
group that rejects peace’? The so-called TPLF. after 
rebelling to bring the Tigray people under its umbrella 
through a misguided objective. has today started fanning 
confusing propaganda. and has dared to have the 
courage to spread the war into other parts of Ethiopia. In 
faci, for whose benefit 1s the mobilization of one nation- 
ality against the other, the looting and (’ agitation)’ 


This group agitates one part of society with narrow 
nationalism, and at the same time pretends to be the 
defender and savior of the Ethiopian masses. Through 
such propaganda they seek to create a climate in which to 
further their own ends. Putting aside its pretentious 
propaganda, what are the real aims and goals of this 
group” Just leafing through its policy program clearly 
reveals its identity and its wishes. 


Its total effort, on the one hand. has been to demonstrate 
that Tigray has always had a separate identity. and that 
its contacts with the rest of the country have always been 
marked by conflict or opposition. On the other hand, i 
wishes to convince the rest of Ethiopia that 1 should be 
subjected to this arrogant group from Tigray. which 
wishes to impose itself on the rest of the country. 


Let us quote from its shamelessly distributed program 
and see what it says. It ciaims that the ancient Axumite 
civilization, which the Amhara ruling class claims, and 
the world accepts as an Ethiopian civilization, ts, in fact, 
a civilization limited to today’s Tigray. In saying this 11 
has manipulated the great and famous history of ancient 
Ethiopia to suit its narrow nationalistic aim. Further- 
more. by presenting our proud and ancient history as a 
process of tribal subjugation, 1 has reduced our history 
to nothing more than one of one tribe subjugating the 
other. For instance, it has stated that Emperor Yohannes 
was not an Ethiopian emperor, but an example of Tigray 
supremacy and that Emperor Menelik was an example of 
Amhara supremacy, rather than Emperor of Ethioppa. In 
the same way, it describes a rebellion in 1943 by a few 
feudal overloads in Tigray, afier the evacuation of the 
fascist forces, as the crushing of a democratic peasant 
movement. 


Who are these rebels? Whose movement 1s it? What ts tts 
real aim? What 1s the relation between today’s so-called 
rebels or revolutionaries and that rebellion of the past? | 
began with that rebellion, not because it 1s something to 
be proud of, but because 11 demonstrates clearly the aims 
and roots of the preseni-day, so-called rebels or revolu- 
tionaries. Although the term rebellion basically means a 
revolt or mutiny, it 1s an anti-Ethiopian united move- 
ment of some Tigray nationals, or Tigray-speaking trai- 
tors. This 1s what it 1s, in terms of its arms and charac- 
Leristics. 
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As I stated earlier, as soon as the Italians were chased out 
of our country in 1943, there was a narrow tribal 
rebellion instigated by a few local feudal overlords. A 
movement was also formed in Eritrea, after the Italians 
were chased out and the British took provisional controi. 
The masses established an association called Mahbere 
Fikri Hager [patriotic union] and waged a great struggle 
to join with the rest of Ethiopia. At that time, the feudal 
rebel group was engaged in a conspiracy with a few 
Eritreans who opposed the union. 


The conspiracy was led by a feudal lord, Deyjazmach 
Tesema Ahferom, who was given the ttle ras [lord] by 
the British. for his loyalty; Dejazmach Haile Selassie 
Gugsa; Blata Haile Mariam, who was jailed for many 
years until he was freed by the revolution: Mengesha 
Seyum, who was given the title of leul [prince] by 
Emperor Haile Selassie and later married his daughter: 
Wolde Ab Wolde Mariam, who lived all his life in Egypt. 
conspiring against Ethiopia and 1s now referred to as a 
veteran secessionist by the Shabiyyah [the Eritrean Peo- 
ple’s Liberation Front, EPLF]. Other tribalists and trai- 
tors were linked with this rebellious Tigrayan group. 


Their conspiracy was intended to (djivide Ethiopia before 
it recovered from the fascist destruction. They intended 
to establish a Tigray Government by taking the Kobo 
and Gobiye area—bordered by the (Aloha) River in 
Welo—and the whole of the northern province of 
Gonder. 


The setting up of such a government ts today enshrined 
in the policy program of the children of the past rebels 
and excludes the Eritrean region. The previous rebels 
were traitors against Ethiopian unity, bent on distorting 
the history of Tigray, and because of that their shameful 
attempt was crushed by the government, and sacrifices 
were made by genuine Tigray patriots. That was the 
nature of the former rebels. As the saying goes, fire begets 
ash. Years later, their children, the present-day rebels, or 
so-called revolutionaries, are not only leaving a big scar 
on the history of the Tigray people. but they are also 
invading the rest of Ethiopia. I leave the judgment of this 
to ihe Ethiopian people themselves. 


The (“activities and mischief) of the group are not 
limited to that. By creating tribal conflicts in Tigray and 
in the other regions of Ethiopia, south of Tigray, it 
wishes to gain supremacy out of the confusion. It is also 
doing everything possible to achieve the secession of 
Eritrea, which is clearly stipulated in the foreign policy 
section of its program. It has compared the situation in 
Eritrea with the rule of Namibia by the racist regime of 
South Africa. The aim of this Tigray rebel group. or 
so-called liberators of Tigray. 1s betrayal. Above all, it 
treats the ancient Bahre Negash, or today’s Eritrea. as a 
separate land. It wants to abandon the region. which was 
the gateway and part and parcel of the Exumite civiliza- 
tion, and where many Ethiopians, our heroic forefathers. 
later sacrificed their blood at Dogali,. Gundet, Gurraa [all 
in Eritrea] defending it. 
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So, it has been testing us physically and verbally in its bid 
to sell out Eritrea. it has also been serving its masters, the 
Eritrean secessionists, by shedding the blood of our 
genuine sons. Now, trading in the name of Ethiopia, it is 
trying to spread war into the other parts of our country, 
to destroy Ethiopia. This clearly shows its estimation for 
the genuine children of today’s new Ethiopia, the heroes. 
and the forces of unity. 


Dear compatriots, as | mentioned at the beginning of my 
speech, it 1s very sad and regrettable that our luckless 
society has failed to advance, prosper, and achieve a 
better life, especially in view of our country’s proud 
history, bounteous natural gifts, and its strategic [pre- 
ceding word in English] location. In many respects our 
country attracts special attention. It is famous in this 
part of the world because of its ancient gove:nment, and 
the example of its freedom struggle—a people whe have 
their own alphabet and precious cultural relics. Ii is the 
home of major ancient religions, and it is characterized 
in other ways. 


However, its inclusion in the ranks of the least developed 
countries is a psychological scar. Our ancient country, 
Ethiopia, with her ancient civilization and fame. her 
freedom and continuously growing culture, have been 
admired by the rest of the world and have been a source 
of pride and confidence for her own citizens. However, 
these positive features have been used negatively and 
narrowly for selfish motives and tribalistic ends, to seek 
supremacy and scramble for power. This has subjected 
the people to strife and contradiction and opened the 
way to external invaders and internal division. This is a 
sad and shameful hallmark of our society and the cause 
of our backwardness. In this connection, one could 
mention, for example, the time of Gragn [left-handed] 
Muhammad, which brought turmoil and destruction, 
and the Zcmene Mesafint [the era of princes] an era of 
internal rift, which caused mass destruction and mas- 
sacre and impeded our development. 


From then on, repeated sacrifices were made to 
strengthen unity and achieve development. Those snares 
and negative deeds which impeded the useful efforts 
became part of history. 


Emperor Theodros endeavored to dismantle narrow 
nationalist sentiment, to overcome the rift among the 
princes, which harmed Ethiopia very much, to uproot 
regional dictatorship, and in general to eliminate obsta- 
cles to unity and development. He campaigned to 
repulse the Turks and Egyptians, who were trying to 
infiltrate the country and take advantage of internal 
weakness. He tried in every way to guarantee the coun- 
try’s reputation and good name. As a result he lived in 
tents until his death. Emperor Yohannes passed away at 
Metema while carrying out his historical responsibility 
in a similar manner. This Ethiopian emperor was killed, 
fighting like a private soldier. 


Thanks to the foundations laid by these leaders, Emperor 
Menelik was able to carry out his full responsibilities. 
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Learning from the experiences of his predecessors. he did 
a useful job for his country. One of his famous exploits 
was the victory over the Italian invaders at Adwa. This 
first great African anticolonialist victory reverberated 
throughout the whole of Europe Menelik devoted much 
of his time to defending the country against this micdern 
colonialist power. As such, he did not have enougf. time 
to fulfill his other objectives. 


The Italians came again, in a stronger bid to gain a 
colony, on the eve of World War II. This time they came 
with advanced weapons, including nerve gas. and mas- 
sacred the Ethiopian people indiscriminately. Most of us 
were small children at the time. Some of you were not 
even born. But, since our fathers and mothers who 
witnessed that atrocity are still alive, it is not necessary 
for me to give the details. 


While the heroic sons of Ethiopia were sacrificing their 
lives in that conflict for their motherland, shameful 
treason was being committed by some selfish traitors 
who sided with the Italians and massacred their compa- 
triots. This will be remembered as one of the sad and 
shameful aspects of our history. The other historical scar 
is the appearance of the so-called rebels | mentioned 
earlier on—just when the country was recovering from 
the wounds inflicted by the Italians. 


This type of separatism and treachery, which expose us 
to foreign enemies, will not only harm part of one 
community but the entire country and people. There- 
fore, if we are to thwart this grave problem, we must 
firmly face it and struggle against it in all its forms, 
wherever it manifests itself. 


Dear compatriots: The quest for change by the broad 
masses of Ethiopia 15 years ago confirmed their ability to 
achieve these ends. But the problems faced in the inter- 
vening period have been immensely complex. The issue of 
the peasants—land for the tiller—the issue of improved 
working conditions for the workers, the antifeudal and 
anti-imperialist questions, and the question of justice 
raised by the men in uniform and other members of the 
community were great forces for change. The country was 
in a grave situation at that time. The threats from all 
corners were great. In particular, the territorial claim by 
the Somali Government, the massing of troop concentra- 
tions, armed with sophisticated weapons, for imminent 
aggression against the very few and weak Ethiopian forces. 
and the sacrifices made in Ogaden, Bale, Sidamo, and 
Eritrea were of great concern. 


Sudan made similar preparations to those of Sonvalia. 
This was also a matter of concern. Furthermore, it acted 
as a favorable springboard for the northern separatists to 
use at will, and this was another great threat. The 
presence of the anachronistic U.S. military base at 
Asmera made Ethiopia’s nonalignment questionable. 
This caused Ethiopia to be a target of aggression by 
various forces in the Western world, in particular forces 
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who were opposed to America. This led to the strength- 
ening of separatist sentiments, which have forced us to 
make great sacrifices. 


The claims that the government was segregating citizens 
and oppressing them on religious grounds contributed 
greatly to the tension. The international economic crises 
of that period and the drought problem. which was not 
made public at that time. were factors which contributed 
greatly to the eruption of the revolution. 


It was at that time and in that situation that the workers, 
peasants. students. the elite. the religrous community 
and the rest of the population orficially expressed their 
wish for change or revolution. The revolution did not 
come about by accident. It was not engineered by people 
who took over the heim of leadership by virtue of 
history. It was the total sum of people's development and 
demands. It could not be avoided. It was ordained by the 
laws of social development. 


Though the popular revolution was inevitable, we should 
not forget thai in the early stages it never had a chance to 
direct itself to appropriate goals. Because of this. the 
initial period of the revolution developed in a dangerous 
way. marked by spontaneity and anarchism. Therefore. 
the men in uniform had no alternative but to take the 
role of coordinating from the forc front. The people know 
very well that we did not come to power in a power 
hungry coup. The men in uniform, who were first known 
as the Armed Forces, the Police Force and National 
Territorial Force. who were later known as the Provi- 
sional Military Administiative Dergue, were called to 
clear the clouds of doom hovering over the country and 
to sort out the chaotic situation. This was after we had 
been selected and sent by the forces to represent them. 


The Army selected most of us in our absence. After that 
we told the forces about the situation of the country. 
which I described earlier. We told the Army that they 
were not the servants of few dukes and /ords but the 
Army of the Ethiopian people. The cause »f the people 1s 
your cause. Your country, whom you ar dying for, 1s 
emaciated and is bleeding to death dav by day. 


We said this out of our concern for the people. We saw 
the weapons the feudal system had trained on tae people 
and the Army they had massed against the people. We 
did all this and staged our revolt not because of any 
benefits we thought we might secure. The first coord:- 
nating committee, which was se: up in this situation, got 
nothing from the people and the Army apart from its 
national mission. 


As I have said at other forums, the major question we 
asked ourselves first was—what shall we do? This ques- 
tion brought a lot of argument for a few days and led to 
near-disintegration. Though some of us had a limited 
understanding of the cause of our country’s problems 
and ways of solving them, we asked ourselves what the 
Ethiopian people wanted? In this respect, we set up 
suggestion boxes in the country’s towns to find out the 
needs and interests of the Ethiopian people. in particular 
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the oppressed masses. We took this as the basis for our 
work. For some weeks we were reading thousands of 
letters from the people and were assessing messages 
which we thought represented the wishes and interests of 
the people 


| understand that you might be asking why all this detail 
is needed. I am doing this because | fear that great 
historical activities, which have been fully supported by 
the entire population, may be distorted by the false 
propaganda and continuous machinations of forces 
opposed to the security and development of Ethiopia. 


As I mentioned earlier, the basis of our work was to 
collect peopie’s views as a guide to future activities. After 
a lot of assessment it was possible to settle on a single 
policy objective based on the people's interests. Our 
country was entangled with the backward, feudal mode 
of production. It had a lot of complex political, economic 
and social problems. Conflicts in different parts of the 
world exerted a lot of pressure on it because of its 
Strategic geographical situation and its attractive natural 
resources. Add to this internal conflicts and the fact that 
Ours 1S a wountry of many nationalities, and you can 
understanc! that Ethiopia's development should be 
affected by all these experiences. 


In society where there 1s no equality of nationalities, of 
religions and of the sexes, where there 1s no social justice 
and where the people have languished unde the yoke of 
a completely feudal system, there can never be peace and 
unity. By following the consensus of the majority of the 
people, it was decided that the direction of our country’s 
d« velopment should be socialism. It 1s to be recalled that 
this decision was warmly welcomed by the entire people. 
A minority were not happy about the move. Since their 
opportunities for explontation were circumscribed, they 
went to the extent of opposing the move with all their 
might. Since their wishes could not override the wishes 
of the majority of the people. the choice of the new 
development system was upheld. 


In foreign policy, we bore in mind tive fact we were facing 
pressures from both surrounding areas and from afar. 
We took the view that complete nonalignment would 
give Ethiopia its rightful place in the international com- 
munity and would restore its rightful pride in its ancient 
history and natural wealth. 


In general, the mission of the committee coordinating 
the activities of the change of the revolution was, first 
and toremosi to make sure that the security and territo- 
rial integrity of the country were preserved, io promote 
the social welfare of the people. and to bring abvut 
favorable conditions for people's power or to set up a 
popular government ciected by the people. This con- 
sensus was reached in the early stages of the revolution. 
Efforts :o implement the promises given to the people 
soon after the revolution and programs to implement 
them were detailed in the policies of the coordinating 
committee, as | mentioned in detail earlier. Some of the 
efforts were successful in warding off danger facing the 
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country while other efforts were hindered by continuous 
enemy disruption and lack of resources to implement 
them. 


But despite all these problems the foundations were laid 
for development and this fact is undeniable. We have 
done everything to fulfil our promise. For example, we 
managed to score a complete victory in a short space of 
tume Over the enemy who had come to occupy one-fifth 
of our country in the east and south. We defeated the 
enemy by fighting under the historical slogan of Revolu- 
tronary Motherland or Death and Save the Country 
From Shame and Destruction. We also managed to save 
our country from fragmentation by facing up to the 
| 3-year tong preparations and machinations of separat- 
ists who were bent on separating Eritrea from the moth- 
erland. They wanted t: 1 2alize their objectives by seizing 
an opportune moment soon after the revolution. 


At the international [as heard] level, we have managed to 
achieve a democratic solution to the land issne affecting 
our country’s peasants, who constitute mure than 85 
percent of the population. 


Ours was a country with no history of democracy, let 
alone revolutionary political culture. The leaders 
claimed to derive authority from their forefathers and 
asserted that it was their inviolable, God-given right. 
Nevertheless. we managed to establish the Workers 
Party and the People’s Democratic Government. This 1s 
definitely the basis for a democratic culture. We have 
managed to make our country a part of the international 
democratic and peace-loving society. As it known, our 
responsibility and mission ts not destructive like sepa- 
ratists and tribalists. Nor 1s it only to counter them. Our 
mission 1s to establish a great Ethiopia which ts 
respected, whereby peace. social security, social justice, 
and social prosperity prevails. 


In order to boost the country, which was ravaged with 
complex problems and which was very backward, we not 
only had to carry out political and arimed struggle, we 
also had to reconstruct institutions and services that 
were destroyed by antipeace forces and foreign aggres- 
sors. We had to deal urgently with the very backward 
social and economic situation. In the central regions of 
our country we had to control the anarchists who had 
rebelled against society. After repulsing the aggression in 
ihe east and south of the country, we managed to 
completely undo the advances made by the Eritrean 
separatists and to secure relative peace in most parts of 
the area. We had to set up a policy that would harmonize 
with the tirne and situation. Sy creating new methods for 
the implementation of policy. over the past 5 years we 
tuuave been able to shift part of our energy and resources 
to reconstruction endeavors. 


The genera} policy that was set up for the coming 25 
years was: 

1. To prevent the disintegration of the victories of the 
revolution and the revolutionary forces. 
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2. To improve the atmosphere fo: a peaceful solution of 
problems wherever possible, without letting our coun- 
try’s peace and unity and the popular objective for which 
the people have sacrificed, be a subyect for negotiation. 
3. To aim for speedy economic and social reconstrution 
and to make efforts to realize it. 


Let us look at our achievements in the following sectors: 
how many people have been freed from illiteracy? How 
many educational, basic health, and other social services 
have been expanded? How many communication ser- 
vices have been built? How many air, surface. and sea 
communication routes have been inaugurated’? How 
many modern industries have been built? How many 
foreign technologies have been introduced? How much 
did we develop energy resources? What did we do about 
the preservation and exploration of mining, agriculture. 
and natural resources? 


The answer to all these questions can be judged not only 
from my report but by taking into account international 
records, by comparing the lasi 50 years of pre- 
revolutionary Ethiopia and the 15 years © ->. lutionary 
development. This should be consic :. J junction 
with the war we have been engay © in .o uciend the 
country’s national unity and territ: integ itv coupled 
with the struggle against natural ca. 


Though we were not blessed to improve the welfare of 
the broad masses as we wished, not because of the lack of 
goodwill or lack of effort, but for many reasons, we still 
say that the infrastructure for lasting development of the 
nation has been substantial. Though the development 
foundations we have laid down have yet to give tangible 
results, and they are not publicized by international 
media due to ideological differences and are belittled by 
anti-Ethiopia forces, we believe that the sacrifices we 
have paid during our youth for the unity of our country 
and the benefit of our people will be given its rightful 
place in history and in peopie’s minds. 


We properly understand that the needs of the people are 
not fulfilled: and the problems and grievances of the 
people are not treated as minor weaknesses. We really 
feel it very much. It 1s not due to lack of humanity, to 
meanness, to the fac. that we forgot the people due to our 
own luxury as our enemies want others to believe. 
Compatriots, let us think for a while. Let us think about 
the youth and children <almly. 


How can we solve national problems when we are 
spending more than 50 percent of our national budget 
and the total GNP to defend the country’s unity from the 
continuous attacks to destroy it? 


Mind you. Apart from the expenditure | have men- 
tioned, the sacrifices in the form of loss of property. 
blood, and lives uf people cannot give peace of mind at 
all. 


Unless this situation and trend is charged through 
various efforts, how can we realize our development and 
wishes for progress? We should not forget the scar left 
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behind by the recurrent droughts that have hit our 
country. If we do not take all these facts into account and 
ialk only of problems and weaknesses which are even 
exaggerated and criticized by adding false stories and by 
ignoring te good things that have been achieved—this 
will not take us anywhere, but only add to the damage. 


Above all, our major problem is lack of understanding of 
development not lack of effort. Our major problem is the 
lack of peace. 


In this respect, forces which are not sympathetic to our 
efforts to build a free, strong, and respected Ethiopia 
have portrayed us in their propaganda as arrogant war- 
mongers. We have never faltered in our efforts to ease 
tension and to cooperate toward achieving constructive 
objectives, while preserving the rights of our country and 
people. We have never been warmongers. All we have 
done 1s to counter aggression against us. 


From the inception of our revolution we made a call to 
those who had taken up arms, to those opposed to unity 
and order inside and outside the country, to individuals 
and citizens who have been annoyed for different rea- 
sons. Our belief was that the lack of lasting peace and the 
problems of unity and the economy would be solved by 
the democratic revolution. We made repeated calls 
through the mass media, through our polttical program 
and through letters written in our hand to individual 
groups. We asked them to come and take advantage of 
the revolutionary democratic forum and decide the fate 
of our country together. 


In this respect. the objective of the former public affairs 
office was to arouse and organize peopie. [is purpose was 
to bring together everyone who wanted to change the old 
system directly or indirectly, to involve those who had 
been misled, to take the views of everyone, and satisfy 
them fairly in the process of party organization, govern- 
ment formation, and other political program. As we did all 
this, our expectation and understanding was that everyone 
who was on the right or the left would work together 
democratically, rather than exacerbate differences. 


We never expecied that there would be such deep-rooted 
backwardness and hatred to the point of destroying the 
country. 


Compatriots: what miracles Go you expect from us in a 
situation where everyone 1s (’a revolutionary), a so- 
called liberator, commentator and critic? If you give 
them gold, they will tell you it is dung. Instead of asking. 
what have we done, they ask what have you done for us? 
In fact, how many of us are capable of handling a single 
family and feeding it properly, let alone understanding 
the need for peace and understanding the responsibilities 
of government. 


Our country has been a battlefield for independence and 
for peace for many centuries. It has been labelled as an 
exemplary independent country of black people. But 
instead of it getting more respect and advancing in 
development, the understanding of freedom has faded 
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from some of us. Some groups who received our calls 
came to us. Others who knew that their objectives were 
opposed to ours continued with their arrogant refusal to 
respord to our calls. 


It is not recently or during the revolution era only that 
endeavors to bring development and democracy to Ethi- 
Opia were undertaken. Under the former system, for 
example, soon after the failure of the 1961 attempted 
coup, there was an antifeuda:, anti-imperialist trend 
among the young elite, in higher institutions of learning 
and the men in uniform, though it took different forms. 
The association of Ethiopian students abroad had a 
leading role in this. 


Attention was given at those forums to the question of 
how to free the Ethiopian people from monarchy, from 
feudal oppression and neocolonialism. These forums 
were altended by those who wished for the development 
and wellbeing of the country and to attract all demo- 
cratic citizens. The contribution this made to the Ethio- 
pian Revolution was not insignificant. But when we look 
deep into the identity of those who operated under the 
cover of such forums, most of them are found to be 
today’s separatists and rebels. 


After a genuine objective embracing the whole of Ethi- 
opia had been discussed by young people, the conclusion 
was a narrow nationalism leaving aside the major 
national issue. This is clear to those who took part in 
those meetings at that time. In this respect, the idea of 
bringing about change in Ethiopia, the idea of self- 
determination by Eritreans was paramount and it was 
evident at that time that since the separation of Eritrea 
was seen to be in favor of the rest of Ethiopia and as 
progressive it had to be supported by every young 
student. 


This situation was the major cause of the disintegration 
of the student union after many serious arguments %n the 
issue at that time. Individuals who had the guise of being 
genuine came out in their true colors and stood as 
opposition. 


The notion that nationalities cannot live together in 
harmony, the different meaning being given to the 
nationalities issue at will, and the sowing of confusion 
became a springboard and incentive to the current 
sectarians. This was the situation inside the country, 
particularly in Addis Ababa University. The atrocities 
committed at the start of the revolution by those sepa- 
ratists and rebels who formed the Ethiopian People’s 
Revolutionary Party [EPRP], armed it and allowed it to 
let blood to realize their objectives cannot be forgotten. 


They engineered that situation, creating anarchy. How 
many fell in that conflict? How many individuals 
exploited and used that situation for their own selfish 
ends? Who were the beneficiaries and non-beneficiaries 
of all that destruction? What was the fate of those from 
the central part of the country who survived and fled to 
the rebels at Asimba after killing and dying for a cause 
which was not their concern? Were they not massacred 
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mercilessly? What of the few remaining opportunists? 
Today, are they not the instruments of the rebels helping 
them to extend their campaign of war to other parts of 
Ethiopia? 


I feel it could be asked, why it is necessary to give all these 
details. I believe it is the right and the duty of compatriots 
to save their history from distortion and to preserve the 
sovereignty of their country, without being lax and lenient. 
As they say, you can harvest from a fool’s farm. 


The racists who marched for the destruction of the 
country used the people’s name in whatever they 
thought, said or practiced. Though we, the younger 
generation of the day, did not realize or understand what 
the interests and aims of the rebels were, when they 
started and how they failed, our elders and fathers who 
challenged them are still among us. 


Although the conspiracy was thwarted in the Tigray area 
for the time being, it continued raging in the Eritrean 
areas. However, our fathers ably shouldered their 
responsibility, showing unity, heroism, and zeal. 


What of us? Here, there is one thing which should be borne 
in mind. When we say that the conspiracy of the rebels was 
foiled and that our fathers shouldered their responsibilities 
for Ethiopian unity, we should remember the great and 
significant contribution made by renowned and true sons 
of Ethiopia based in Eritrea and Tigray. First, they fought 
against fascism and later engaged in anti-rebel wars for the 
complete unity of Ethiopia. 


Even today, there are among us genuine Ethiopian chil- 
dren who are following their renowned fathers’ example 
and are opposing rebellion and separatism. Today, the 
rebels have gone further in destroying our country’s 
freedom, unity and uninterrupted sovereignty. They are 
conspiring to cause bloodshed among the major national- 
ities who have hitherto co-existed in harmony. When they 
lose ground, they overcome their frustration by running to 
the world media, saying they will destroy and smash the 
supremacy of the Amhara and the Oromos. At other times 
they say they will liberate those people. 


I beseech the Ethiopian people to make a deep examina- 
tion of this conspiracy and grand design irom different 
angles. Did the Dergue emerge from one or two nation- 
alities alone? Was it selected, coordinated and structured 
from one or two nationalities alone? Does the nature of 
our (?revolution) and the composition of our society 
embrace all nationalities or not? In particular, does it 
exclude the Tigrayans? Is it the rebels who will liberate us 
and bring us prosperity? By the way, who will be liber- 
ated and from whom? Who will be the liberators? 


I wish to elaborate on an extraordinary business which 
occurred recently. There were some separatists and 
rebels who masqueraded as frontline revolutionaries and 
nationalists, not only in words but also in deeds. As such 
they actually belonged to the provisional administrative 
council and the Workers Party of Ethiopia [WPE] over 
the past few years. At the Atlanta talks, these people 
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shamelessly turned up as Shabiyyah delegates and sat in 
front of the Ethiopian delegation. Let us patiently wait 
and see who else will claim to represent which group and 
come to sit for negotiations. 


Dear compatriots, the so-called revolutionary, which has 
been trading under the name of Tigray, has put that same 
people to agony. It has shamelessly outlined in its 
program that Eritrea should be separated, and being the 
instrument of its own makers has at the same time been 
causing bloodshed among the children of Ethiopia. 


This group, which has yet put the unity of our country in 
grave danger, is not difficult to identify. Since it under- 
estimates the level of consciousness of the Ethiopian 
people, it calls itself the liberator of Tigray. Covering 
Tigray with its false impression, it was able to amass a 
huge manpower which enabled it to achieve its goal. And 
from now onwards, covering itself with the false imp: es- 
sion of being Ethiopian, it is determined to create 
bloodletting among the Ethiopian people. This 1s clearly 
seen from its activities. 


Perhaps, from now on, it may put down its narrow 
Tigray nationalist sentiment, and may try to cheat in the 
name of Ethiopia, which it 1s determined to destroy, on 
which it has declared an all-out invasion. I would like to 
caution that we should not be embarrassed if such 
mischief happens. 


The major issue is not the identity of the so-called 
revolutionary. The issue is whether we need peace to 
implement our development plans intended for the great 
Ethiopian people, that are meant for all nationalities to 
benefit with equality as well as to implement laws and 
regulations already adopted. 


In today’s Ethiopia there is great scope for a democratic 
solution to our problems. Tnerefore, there is no reason 
for the people to subject themselves to tribal wars. The 
Ethiopians will not, I am sure, establish tribal and 
religious parties, thereby plunging themselves into deep 
chaos—as is the case in the Lebanon—from which it 
would be difficult to extricate ourselves. 


Rather than creating another problem, we are making 
official efforts to resolve the Eritrean problem peace- 
fully. We have even made the same efforts with the 
so-called revolutionaries and held preliminary meetings 
to discuss possible peace talks. However, fearing that the 
peace effort will gain ground and a strong position in 
Ethiopia, the so-called revolutionaries have mischie- 
vously chosen war, as we can see. Since they have 
nothing to lose, they have chosen to destroy and disrupt 
the people’s development achievements and the life of 
innocent citizens. 


Dear compatriots, action rather than words and political 
program reveals a person’s real identity. Our genuine 
approach and patience are being tested with tribablism. 
Our social progress, our achievements and our unity are 
not only being retarded but also being eroded. Since we 
officially announced our strong peace initiative, the 
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sufferings of our people and the country have been 
increasing from day to day. Our enemies have taken our 
peace efforts and patience for weakness. 


Our revolutionary army, which has been fighting without 
complaint for 15 years, is still fighting the rebels. The 
Welo and Gonder people and a section of the Gojam 
popular forces are fighting the rebels strongly. 


Dear compatriots, had we been lucky, we would have 
utilized our resources and forces for economic and social 
development and emerged from our problems after 15 
years of sacrificial struggle. But we have not had suffi- 
cient good fortune to do this. 


There is nothing which comes before the unity of Ethi- 
opia and the peace and social well-being of the Ethiopian 
people. 


History and the current situation has offered us two 
options: One is to sit and watch the secession of Eritrea 
and the destruction of the rest of Ethiopia, ur mobilize 
our revolutionary popular force against anti- 
revolutionary forces to score immediate victory. We 
urgently await the choice and decision of the people. 
Ethiopia first! 


Rebels Reportedly Inflict 2,100 Casualties 
E.A2110132289 (Clandestine) Voice of the Tigray 
Revolution in Tigrinya to Ethiopia 0445 GMT 21 Oct 89 


[Excerpt] The heroic combatants of the people’s army of 
the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front 
[EPRDF], have meted out popular judgment on the 
fleeing Workers Party of Ethiopia [WPE] forces who 
were retreating in disarray because of the successful 
victories scored by the EPRDF people’s army in 
southern Welo and Gonder regions. In the mopping-up 
operation, carried out on 16 October 1989, the EPRDF 
people’s army scored the following victories: 

—3,800 WPE soldiers captured. 

—2,100 WPE soldiers killed or wounded. 

—3 14.5 calibre antiaircraft guns, 75 medium weapons, 
3,954 light weapons, 34 different types of radio com- 
munication sets, 14 assorted vehicles, 30 heavy trucks 
containing military rations and other equipment cap- 
tured by the EPRDF. [passage omitted] 


Claim 319 Casualties in Gonder 


F.A2110211589 (Clandestine) Voice of the Tigray 
Revolution in Amharic to Ethiopia 1500 GMT 21 Oct 89 


[Excerpt] An enemy force consisting of the 25th Motor- 
ized Brigade and the 33d Brigade, which was mobilized 
from Debre Tabor in Gonder Region, has been dealt a 
heavy blow by the people’s army of the Ethiopian 
People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front [EPRDF], in 
Kimir Dingay area amd forced to retreat. 


The Workers Party of Ethiopia’s [WPE] anti-peace force 
was mobilized on 16 October 1989 to harass the people 
of the area who, having been liberated, had started to 
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breathe the air of democracy and peace thanks to the 
bitter struggle of the EPRDF people’s army and the 
inhabitants of the area. The enemy was dealt a shattering 
blow. It lost 319 soldiers killed or wounded while 36 
others were captured. Also captured were 92 Kalash- 
nikov rifles, 10 medium weapons, | 82-mm mortar and 
other military hardware. 


During the engagement, the people of the area stood 
alongside the EPRDF, who are safeguarding their inter- 
ests. They raised their strong arms against their arch- 
enemy, the WPE force. The Dergue’s anti-peace force, 
whose slogan is, “Destroy or be destroyed”, set many 
houses and much property on fire. However, the people of 
the area affirmed that they would further intensify their 
Struggle against the Dergue and the WPE. [passage 
omitted] 


Somalia 


President Views Economic, Security Problems 


EA2110114689 Mogadishu Domestic Service in Somali 
0330 GMT 21 Oct 89 


[Excerpts] The Somali Revolutionary Socialist Party 
[SRSP] secretary general and the Somali Democratic 
Republic [SDR] president, Comrade Mohamed Siad 
Barre, has sent a message of congratulations to the 
general public of Somalia, wherever they may be during 
the 20th anniversary celebration of the 21 October 
revolution. Comrade Siad, addressing the nation last 
night through the public media to mark this great occa- 
sion, dwelt on the achievements of the 21 October 
revolution in the political, economic, and social sphere 
and in the defense and security of the country during the 
past 20 years and the success achieved and the problems 
facing the nation. 


Comrade Siad said that during the past 20 years of 
revolutionary rule in the country, tangible and ever- 
lasting achievements had been made for the people and 
country of Somalia. 


The president added that many things had gone wrong 
and the country’s direction had not moved as required 
and as planned. Particularly, there have been economic 
difficulties recently, and the security and stability of the 
country has not been good in some areas. He added that 
maladministration has become very common in some of 
the state’s institutions. 


The president said that these problems are common in 
many nations of the world, particularly in the developing 
countries of the Third World. They have been brought 
about by the economic imbalance between the developed 
and developing countries, the fluctuation in the values of 
world currencies and continued inflation, energy prob- 
lems, and other matters. 


Comrade Siad added that the issue of the economic 
crisis, which we share with the developing countries, has 
been aggravated in Somalia by problems that we have 
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created for ourselves. These include the underutilization 
of our natural and economic resources. 


We have witnessed maladministration in some of the 
State’s institutions, and the public is not doing things 
according to laid down procedures, he added. He said 
these problems do not fall on the government alone, but 
rather, they are a responsibility shared by the people and 
the government, and there is a need for the people to 
wake up and make use of the natural resources of the 
country, which is the only way hunger and poverty can 
be surmounted. 


The SRSP secretary general and the SDR president, 
Comrade Siad, addressing himself to the current short- 
ages of liquid cash in the country, said it is not an 
insoluble issue. He added that much of this problem falls 
squarely on the shoulders of the so-called businessmen 
who have not understood the meaning of commercial 
activity in its true perspective. He went on to say that 
these people are not aware of the problems and dangers 
that could result for themselves and their property from 
the huge amounts of cash they are keeping in their 
houses and stores instead of at the banks, where their 
money would be safe and earn interest. 


The president added that it is possible that some banking 
institutions have rendered poor services and not served 
their customers and the public properly but. corrective 
measures can be taken and the government is always 
ready to take corrective steps. 


He added that hoarding liquid cash in houses and stores 
instead of keeping it in banks is not the answer. He said 
the government cannot take responsibility and it cannot 
give guarantees against any problems that may befall 
people and their wealth, because, the president added. 
the government can only take full responsibility and give 
guarantees for what is in the national banks. These 
national banks cannot collapse and become bankrupt, 
and they are secure banks where the money cannot be 
lost. 


Comrade Siad added that some banks have advanced 
credit to people who have failed to repay their loans, and 
a considerable amount of money remained unpaid when 
it became due, which is evidence of the poor banking 
management in the country. T» solve this and other 
problems, the party and government have introduced the 
National Economic Revival Program. Comrade Siad 
added that tangible assistance is being received from 
friendly countries and international organizations for 
the economic revival effort, and there are hopes success. 


The SDR president, Comrade Mohamed Siad Barre, 
speaking on the outcome of the fifth session of the 
Central Committee of the SRSP, which took place 
between 17 June and 2 July 1989, and particularly on the 
points involving the country’s security, said that the 
session had decreed that the state security agencies 
should halt the insecurity and instability in the country 
and disarm people who have illegally acquired large and 
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dangerous arms. Such arms could endanger the security 
and the very existence of the nation, he said. 


The president added that responsibility for the security 
and stability of the state is shared by the government and 
the people collectively and individually. He called on all 
Somalis to play their nationalist role in ensuring the 
success of the decree. 


Speaking on the extraordinary session of the SRSP 
Central Committee, which was held on 29 August 1989, 
Comrade Siad said the session had resolved that changes 
be made in the political system of the country in line 
with the country’s ongoing economic revival. The ses- 
sion allowed the formation of other political parties in 
the country, which meant that some changes had to be 
made in the country’s Constitution. This demonstrates 
how the 2! October revolution and its leadership always 
take into account the interests of the Somali people. 


Amnesties 1,178 Prisoners 


EA2110132789 Mogadishu Domestic Service in Arahic 
0400 GMT 21 Oct 89 


[Report of President Mohamed Siad Barre’s address to 
nation on 20th anniversary of revolution] 


[Excerpt] [Passage omitted] On the occasion of the 20th 
anniversary of the 21 October revolution, the secretary 
general of the Somali Revolutionary Socialist Party and 
president of the Republic, Comrade Mohamed Siad 
Barre, issued an amnesty to 1,178 prisoners who were 
detained in the country’s jails for committing various 
crimes. [passage Omitted] 


Admits Security Problems 


AB2110082489 Paris AFP in English 0816 GMT 
21 Oct 89 


[Text] Mogadishu, Oct 21 (AFP)}—President Mohamed 
Siad Barre of Somalia admitted Saturday that his regime 
faced security problems and in a speech marking the 
20th anniversary of his coming to power called upon the 
people to cooperate in efforts to maintain law and order. 


“It 1s imperative that the people as a whole and as 
individuals shoulder the responsibility for the preserva- 
tion and realisation of security,” President Siad Barre 
said. 


He added that the ruling Somali Socialist Revolutionary 
Party’s Central Committee had last June ordered the 
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security forces to maintain law and order and to seize the 
large quantities of arms in the hands of the country’s 
nomad communities. 


Mr. Siad Barre’s government faces attacks from guer- 
rillas of the National Somali Movement in the north of 
the country, and from Somali Patriotic Movement, 
which controls part of the southern border with Kenya. 


He also said that the government had introduced a 
programme of “economic readjustment” to combat a 
crippling economic and financial crisis which has led to 
a virtual absence of bank notes. 


President Siad Barre blamed this on businessmen who, 
he said, hoarded money instead of putting in it in the 
bank. 


But his programme had the support of “friendly coun- 
tries.” he said, and “we are confident that satisfactory 
results will be realized if the programme is understood 
and properly carried out.” 


On Friday, the official Somali news agency SONNA 
reported that Mr. Barre had amnestied 1,168 people 
serving jail terms for various offences in different parts 
of the country. 


The announcement, which did not name those to be 
released, followed accusations this month by the Lon- 
don-based human rights group Amnesty International of 
“violations of human rights” in Somalia, and an appeal 
for the “immediate and unconditional release” of all 
political detainees. 


Somali officials have said that several hundred prisoners 
have been freed in the past year or so, particularly in 
northern areas. 


Rebel Radio Says President To Flee to Libya 


F.A2210211689 (Clandestine) Radio of the Somali 
National Movement in Somali 1800 GMT 22 Oct 8&9 


[From the “Information Program” } 


[Excerpt] [Passage omitted] Whatever the situation may 
be. listeners, the father of butchers has planned many 
things. Informed sources say that, first, he intends to 
sever diplomatic relations with the U.S. in fulfilment of 
his promise to Al-Qadhdhafi of Libya. Secondly, his son 
Masieh is to overthrow the government and form a new 
one. Siad will go to Libya to seek political asylum next 
month. He will arrest military leaders likely to oppose 
the Siad Barre rule and that of the butcher's son. 
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Foreign Minister Rejects Commonwealth Sanctions 


MB2210193589 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1932 GMT 22 Oct 89 


{Text} Pretoria, Oct 22, SAPA—Foreign Minister Pik 
Botha on Sunday night rejected attempts by the Com- 
monwealth to force the pace of change in South Africa 
through sanctions. 


He said in a statement issued in Pretoria sanctions could 
only delay the negotiation process. 


He also rejected attempts to prescribe a deadline for 
fundamental change in the country. 


“Sanctions can only further delay the negotiation pro- 
cess in South Africa. Any efforts to prescribe a time 
schedule or an agenda is rejected by the South African 
Government,” Mr Botha said. 


The foreign minister was reacting to the Common- 
wealth’s decision on Sunday to give South Africa six 
months in which to show indications of real change 
towards a non-racial democratic society. 


“South Africans will themselves decide the country’s 
future. There is no doubt that a considerable majority of all 
South Africans are opposed to sanctions,” Mr Botha said. 


Minister Views Possible ‘Special’ Elections 


MB2110102989 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1016 GMT 21 Oct 89 


[Text] Pretoria Oct 21 SAPA—South Africans who had 
not yet had the opportunity to obtain political represen- 
tation through elections on the central government level. 
would be allowed to do so by way of a special election, 
the minister of constitutional development and of 
national education, Dr Gerrit Viljoen, said today. 


Addressing the Transvaal congress of the National Party 
in Pretoria, he said this had been accepted in principle 
by the SA [South African] Government. 


The nature and details of such an election had to be 
found to be generally acceptable in prior negotiations. 


Dr Viljoen appealed to all South Africans, and especially 
opponents of the government, for a “change of heart so 
that they can also share in meaningfully contributing to 
the new atmosphere of hope and determination to estab- 
lish a dynamic new and just South Africa”. 


Dr Viljoen said it should be well understood that nego- 
tiations would be “really multipartite”’. 


“It 1s a fundamental misunderstanding that there are 
only two real opposing parties, namely the government 
and the most extreme of the militant radical organisa- 
tions. Especially the foreign media tend to misrepresent 
the real facts in this respect.” 


There were, in fact, several important black parties and 
groups who had the “courage and fortitude to submit 
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themselves to democratic elections in the past, whether for 
the self-governing states or for local government councils”. 


Mandela Reportedly To Meet 22 Tembu Chiefs 


MB2010121089 Johannesburg NEW NATION 
in English 20-26 Oct 89 p 3 


[Text] One of the first things that ANC [African National 
Congress] leader Nelson Mandela will do when he is 
released is to visit his parent’s graves and his traditional 
home in the Transke1. 


The Mandela family has already met to make prepara- 
tions for his homecoming and to restore the family home 
in Pityi, Qunu Village. But the ANC leader will not settle 
in the Transkei and will make Soweto his permanent 
home, Mandela’s wife, Winnie, told NEW NATION. 


With pressure for Mandela's release mounting following 
the release of his seven comrades a week ago, the ANC 
leader was said to have requested a meeting with a 
number of chiefs to acquaint himself with events in his 
home village. 


He was also expected to meet a group of 22 Tembu chiefs 
this week. 


According to a Congress of Traditional Leaders (Con- 
tralesa) spokesperson, Mandela had asked to meet with 
chiefs from his village to be brieted about the situation in 
the area. The Congralesa spokesperson was quoting the 
leaders of the group of Tembu chiefs, Vulindlela Mit- 
arara. 


And Mandela’s wife said: 


“At the moment, we are busy with the senior family 
members to restore the traditional home. But it does not 
mean we will settle there permanently.” 


She added that it was Mandela's greatest desire to visit 
the graves of his parents, Henry Gadla and his mother 
Fanny at Pityi village as soon as he ts released. 


“Although he 1s still in prison, his traditional links have 
not been broken,” she said. 


Mandela's parents died while he was still at university. 


21 Oct Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MB21101S50989 


{Editorial Report] 


THE CITIZEN 


Kaunda, Mugabe ‘Hypocrites'—“Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu has been campaigning to get tough conditions 
imposed by foreign banks. Foreign governments 
accepted the idea as an alternative to imposing tougher 
sanctions, and the Commonwealth summit in Kuala 
Lumpur was going to press the banks to act accordingly,” 
notes the Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 20 
October in a page 6 editorial. However, the governor of 
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the Reserve Bank “forestalled these moves by getting 
agreement from the banks now—and the announcement 
was well timed to prevent the summit from acting on the 
debts issue. As a result, there has been much gnashing of 
teeth at the summit, with Zambian President Dr Ken- 
neth Kaunda calling the banks *bloodsuckers’” and Zim- 
babwean President Robert Mugabe saying he was “dis- 
gusted’’. “We won't shed any tears for either. They are 
still trading very nicely, thank you, with South Africa— 
despite their many calls for tougher and tougher sanc- 
tions, and if they are not bloodsuckers, then they are 
definitely among the worst hypocrites we can think of.” 


ANC Not Sole Black Representative—*Too many people 
are falling into the trap of regarding the African National 
Congress [ANC] as the sole, or even the main, Black 
player in the drama of change that has begun. It is 
nothing of the kind,” asserts THE CITIZEN on 21 
October in a page 6 editorial. “Decades of the ‘armed 
struggle’ have won it no victories. Its aim has been to 
force a hand over of power to the Black masses, meaning 
itself, but that is not going to happen. It has tried to make 
the country ungovernable, but it has failed...” The ANC 
has “a high overseas profile, but it has still to demon- 
Strate what constituency it has at home.” Although the 
ANC is trying “to get itself accepted as the sole repre- 
sentative of the ‘oppressed’ people of South Africa,” 
“nothing should be done to elevate the ANC’s status or 
to legitimise it until, as the government suggests, it states 
its preparedness to seek peaceful solutions; in other 
words, to cease its terrorist activities. Even then, the 
ANC should be regarded as only one organisation among 
others that will be at the negotiating table. There cer- 
tainly should not be any direct negotiations between the 
government and the ANC on a one-to-one basis.” 


SATURDAY STAR 


Welfare Policy Needs Review— ‘Subsidy is a dirty word 
in a society that is heavily taxed. It means spending 
taxpayers’ money uneconomically, distorting market 
forces in the process, and putting money at the disposal 
of a bureaucracy that cannot be assumed to be efficient 
in disposing of it. Therefore at first blush, it would seem 
laudable that the Government is considering phasing out 
or abolishing subsidies on the bread price. Laudable, that 
is, until one considers what the subsidy is meant 
for...and then the whole issue of supporting the poor 
must be examined in depth,” comments the Johannes- 
burg SATURDAY STAR in English on 21 October ina 
page !0 editorial. “So, a review of policy on welfare for 
the poor is called for, and hopefully it may come up with 
better answers.” “A fair test of the Government must 
therefore be what formula it can devise to give ‘direct 
aid’ to the poor in the stringent times ahead. The aid 
Ought to reach its target market exclusively and avoid 
expensive administration costs. Jt should also be proof 
against manipulation. If it can achieve all those goals, it 
will be very welcome.” 
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23 Oct Press Review 
MB2310100889 


{Editorial Report} 
SUNDAY STAR 


Political Logjam ‘Creaking Encouragingly’— 
Johannesburg SUNDAY STAR in English on 22 
October in its page 18 editorial remarks that there are 
“hopeful signs that the political logjam is creaking 
encouraginly and could be about to break free. These 
days ANC [African National Congress] flags are dis- 
played in blatant support of the banned organisation.” 
But “there is still a long way to go in unravelling the 
South African riddle. By unconditionally releasing seven 
ANC activists it could be argued that even the De Klerk 
Government is tacitly promoting the banned organisa- 
tion. The emergency regulations remain with us but they 
are being applied ever more erratically.” The govern- 
ment “appears to be turning a blind eye because the laws 
it has created down the decades have not only resulted in 
political tragedy but are now cramping even Mr de 
Klerk’s style.” If De Klerk does not “ditch those apart- 
heid and security laws which have no place in the 
evolutionary process towards a new South Africa,” he 
raises the risk that his “reform plans will be stillborn.” 


SUNDAY TIMES 


Blacks, Whites Fail To Address ‘Cardinal Issues’— 
“These are early days but, inevitably, the release of the 
Sisulu Eight and other developments have driven home 
to South Africans, of all shades of persuasion and pig- 
mentation, the realisation that they will soon be face- 
to-face with their new future,” points out a page 28 
editorial in Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English 
on 22 October. But before negotiations “all parties must 
be clear in their own minds what they are bargaining 
about. In this respect, the two main elements have yet to 
cross their Rubicons. For, sad to say, neither side has 
frankly addressed the cardinal! issues that will determine 
the success or failure of negotiations, when and if they 
take place.” It is “doubtful” whether many whites have 
“come to terms with the true consequences” of ‘shared 
power’ and the full enfranchisement of blacks.** Black 
leaders “have yet to display true understanding of white 
fears.’ *’Tiese are bedrock issues and, try as they might, 
future negotiators will not find the means for their 
resolution anywhere but in the tried and true liberal 
principle of law-enforced recognition of individual lib- 
erty and minimisation of the role of the State.” 


THE CITIZEN 


Negotiations ‘Onus’ on ANC—State President F.W. de 
Klerk has “put on the African National Congress the 
onus of creating conditions that will enable the ANC to 
take part in negotiations and the government to lift the 
state of emergency,” remarks the page 6 editorial in 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 23 October. 
“We have said it often enough that the ANC should 
abandon the ‘armed struggle’, but the organisation has 
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called, instead, for its intensification. Whether it will be 
able to maintain this position when its backer, the Soviet 
Union, wants a peaceful resolution of the South African 
question, and when the international community is 
putting pressure on both the government and the ANC to 
negotiate, remains to be seen.” “Whatever happens, Mr 
de Klerk is in earnest about creating a new South Africa, 
and intends to do whatever he and his advisers think 1s 
necessary to create the climate for negotiation that they 
regard is essential.” 


THE STAR 


NP Negotiation Moves Not ‘Weakness’—Johannesburg 
THE STAR in English on 23 October in a page 14 
editorial says President de Klerk has “made the first 
moves to promote negotiation, which has rightly been 
judged the major priority of the moment. To that initia- 
tive the ANC, in a statement following the release of 
eight long-term prisoners, has responded by calling for 
more defiance, more violence and more sanctions. In 
other words, the ANC chooses the tactic of interpreting 
the new Nationalist style as a sign of weakness, to be 
exploited to force an undignified retreat from power.” 
“Removing obstacles appears to be the route to solving 
South Africa’s main problem, but it should not create the 
illusion that the Government is unable to assert its 
power.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Editorial Warns of Township ‘Discontent’— 
Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 23 
October in a page 14 editorial states: “Community 
representatives of Alexandra, the black township across 
the highway from affluent Sandton, are seeking talks 
with the Transvaal Provincial Administration (TPA) and 
other authorities about residents’ grievances, on the lines 
of the discussions recently held between the TPA and 
Soweto leaders. The main concern, according to Alex- 
andra Action Committee chairman, Moses Mayekiso, is 
the way properties are allegedly being sold to non- 
residents ‘without reference to occupiers’ interests’.” 
BUSINESS DAY warns “there have been tragic conse- 
quences in the past when warning signs of township 
discontent have been disregarded.” 


SOWETAN 


Economic Squeeze To Bring Social ‘Instability’—‘The 
economic squeeze, which is getting tighter by the week 
will result not only in the poorer sectors of the commu- 
nities having to tighten their overstretched belts, but 
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more seriously to social instability,” warns the page 6 
editorial in Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 23 
October. “The reasons for this are economic mismanage- 
ment and years of political bungling from a Government 
that has used its political programmes, farcical or 
unworkable as they are, to keep itself in power. The 
policies of apartheid broadly have resulted in this coun- 
try’s economic woes.” 


TRANSVALER 


‘Tension’ in SWAPO Ranks—There 1s talk of “tension” 
in SWAPO ranks, “even of a threatening leadership 
Struggle.” affirms a page 6 editorial in Johannesburg 
TRANSVALER in Afrikaans on 19 October. “Sam 
Nujoma is becoming an embarrassment to the party.” 
“He 1s busy alienating followers because he prefers to 
talk with the world rather than his own people. In 
addition he refuses to speak anything but English— 
consequently his people do not understand him and 
leave his rallies by the thousands.” TRANSVALER also 
refers to the disclosure of SWAPO “punishment camps 
and torture methods and the fact that he cannot account 
for nearly a thousand of his prisoners.” 


DIE BURGER 


Democrats Unlikely To Assume NP Leadership—Cape 
Town DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 19 October in a 
page 20 editorial says the findings of Nic Olivier, the 
Democratic Party’s (DP) research official, concerning 
the House of Assembly elections must have been “an 
unpleasant disillusionment” especially to the “so-called 
‘new Democrats”. Olivier found that “despite favorable 
conditions the two opposition parties did not succeed in 
moving the National Party [NP] from its position of 
power. According to Mr Olivier there is now less chance 
that one of the two parties will be able to take over the 
NP leadershir. The implications of this is that the DP 
and the Conservative Party are doomed to the comfort- 
less prospect of not progressing further than the opposi- 
tion benches.” 


BEELD 


Political ‘Pragmatism’—**More talks with some of the 
released ANC leaders confirmed an earlier observation 
that a gladdening element of moderation is visible,” 
notes a page |2 editorial in Johannesburg BEELD in 
Afrikaans on 20 October. “Instead of strong ideological 
remarks with communist elements, signs of pragmatism 
are noticeable when matters such as a mixed economy, 
human rights, and violence are discussed.” 
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Angola 


Foreign Minister Holds Talks With African Leaders 


MB2110203089 Luanda ANGOP in Portuguese 
2005 GMT 21 Oct 89 


[Text] Brazzaville, 21 Oct (ANGOP Correspondent}— 
Angolan Foreign Affairs Minister Pedro de Castro van 
Dunem Loy was received by Congolese President Denis 
Sassou-Nguesso in Brazzaville on Friday [20 October]. 


According to well informed sources, the Angolan foreign 
minister briefed the Congolese president about his talks 
in Washington and France, regarding the peace process 
in Angola. 


Traveling from Libreville, (Gabon), where he had gone 
on a similar mission [words indistinct] Gabonese Presi- 
dent Omar Bongo, Loy spent about 24 hours in the 
Congolese capital, returning to Luanda on Friday. 


The Gabonese head of state received the Angolan foreign 
minister on Thursday [19 October] soon after his visit to 
Yamoussoukro (Ivory Coast), where the preparatory 
meeting of the fifth African summit on Angola was held. 
The summit will be held in Libreville (Gabon) soon. 


[Words indistinct] the Yamoussoukro meeting was 
attended by Ivory Coast President Felix Houphouet- 
Boigny. 


New Minister, Provincial Officials Named 


MB2110200689 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 21 Oct 89 


[Presidential Decrees” issued in Luanda on 21 Octo- 
ber—read by announcer read] 


[Text] For administrative reasons and in terms of Para- 
graph D of Article 53 of the Constitution, I relieve the 
following officials: 

Comrade Sebastiao Soares da Silva as deputy Luanda 
provincial commissar, who was appointed by Decree No 
14 of 11 May 1985: 

Comrade Francisco Antonio Reis Inacio as deputy 
Moxico provincia! commissar, who was appointed by 
Decree No 67 of 11 October 1986; 

Comrade Jacinto Pascoal Fortunato as deputy Bengo 
provincial commissar, who was appointed by Decree No 
104 of 12 September 1980; and 

Comrade Joao Manuel Coleka as deputy Lunda Sul 
provincial commissar, who was appointed by Decree No 
26 of 11 July 1986. 
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For administrative reasons and in terms of Paragraph D 
of Article 53 of the Constitution, I appoint the following 
officials: 

Comrade Dumilde das Chagas Simoes Rangel as min- 
ister of industry; 

Comrade Sebastiao Soares da Silva as deputy Luanda 
provincial commissar responsible for technical affairs, in 
view of the province’s complex nature and the need for 
continued adaptation and improvement of the provin- 
cial commissariat. Such requirements are linked to the 
province’s operational priorities as well as its responsi- 
bilities as a local government and the urgent need to pay 
attention to technical problems faced by the provincial 
commissariat in dealing with the residents’ most 
pressing needs. The Luanda provincial commissar is 
responsible for the appointment of provincial and 
departmental supervisors who will operate under the 
deputy provincial commissar; 

Comrade Jose Mateus de Adelino Peixoto as deputy 
Luanda provincial commissar responsible for social 
affairs: 

Comrade Daniel Makai as deputy Lunda Sul deputy 
provincial commissar responsible for organization and 
community services; and 

Comrade Miguel Fernando as deputy Bengo provincial 
commissar. 


Namibia 


Police Offer To Search, Protect Nujoma Home 


MB2110201189 Windhoek Domestic Service in English 
1900 GMT 21 Oct 89 


[Text] Windhoek police announced that they offered to 
protect the residence of SWAPO [South-West African 
People’s Organization] leader Mr Sam Nujoma. 


A liaison officer of the South-West African Police, Chiei 
Inspector Kierie Durandt, said the police offered io 
search Mr Nujoma’s home and declare it safe, but that he 
declined the offer. SWAPO also did not want to accept 
written responsibility for protecting Mr Nujoma’s tem- 
porary residence in Rundu. 


OAU Secretary General Arrives in Country 22 Oct 


MB2210154789 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1500 GMT 22 Oct 89 


[Text] The secretary general of the Organization of 
African Unity [OAU], Dr Salim Ahmed Salim, arrived in 
Windhoek this afternoon at the start of a 3-day visit to 
observe how the electoral process in Namibia is pro- 
gressing. 


He said he would consult with the OAU and other 
missions and see how the implementation of Resolution 
435 was going. 
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Nigeria 


* Nwachukwu's ‘Economic Diplomacy’ Examined 


34000032a Lagos THISWEEK in English 
4 Sep 89 pp 8-12 


[Article by Olu Awogbemila with Seye Kehinde: “The 
Mercantile Approach—Government’s Light Pocket 
Brings ‘Economic Diplomacy””’} 


{Text} Eight years ago, it was still a dream. Brigadier Ike 
Nwachukwu (as he then was) was a student at the 
Nigerian Institute of Policy and Strategic Studies 
(NIPSS), Kuru, near Jos. And the army general carried 
out a research as part of the institute’s requirement. His 
findings: that there should be a redirection of the coun- 
try’s foreign policy with more emphasis on economic, 
rather than political issues. 


When Major-General Nwachukwu became External 
Affairs minister late 1987, he had the chance to test his 
ideas. One afternoon last January, he walked up to 
President Ibrahim Babangida to present his idea. The 
president agreed, thus was born economic diplomacy. 


In his first foreign policy public lecture last July, the 
minister explained the foreign policy thrust of the 
Babangida administration. He said the aim of economic 
diplomacy is to facilitate “support measures with the 
international systems for our domestic economic 
policy.” It is the “necessary harmonisation of the admin- 
istration’s domestic and foreign policy goals.” 
Nwachukwu believes that while we should be guided by 
the past, our foreign policy should reflect our changing 
national circumstances as well as adapt to the realities of 
a rapidly changing international environment. 


Without doubt, the shift in the focus of Nigeria’s foreign 
policy has been largely a result of the dire straits which 
the domestic economy finds itself. The shift has been 
dictated by an empty purse, debilitating debt and the 
attendant social consequences. As a result, Nwachukwu 
thinks that considering Nigeria’s present circumstances, 
economic issues have acquired added significance and 
should be given priority in our foreign policy. 


The External Affairs minister has since last year put 
everything in the system into economic diplomacy. He 
has gone on numerous trips to over 20 countries span- 
ning three continents on an aggressive economic cam- 
paign to attract foreign investment. Countries so far 
covered include Brazil, Japan, Yugoslavia, Argentina, 
Canada, Brunei, South Korea, Indonesia, West Ger- 
many, Singapore, Zaire and Zimbabwe. 


Whenever the minister travelled, he had on his entou- 
rage prominent members of the organised private sector. 
And that is one of the most crucial contents of economic 
diplomacy. When Nwachukwu visited Brazil last 
December to enhance economic co-operation between 
the two countries, his entourage included five private 
ctor barons. Among those who travelled with the 
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minister were Alhaji Aminu Dantata of Dantata Group, 
Chief G.LC. Eneli, chairman, Alpha Merchant Bank, 
Chief Juli Adeluyi, proprietor of Juli Pharmacy, Mr. 
Edward Aleyideino, chairman of Crown Flour Mills, Mr 
Gbenga Adekoya, a surveyor and Mr. Macaulay lyayi, 
managing director, Alpha Merchant Bank. After all the 
official bilateral dialogue. the businessmen subsequently 
engaged their Brazilian counterparts in identifying areas 
of prospective trade and joint venture agreements 
between the two countries. 


Chief Eneli who was on the entourage told THISWEEK 
that “the Brazilian trip was worthwhile. The trade rela- 
tions between Nigeria and Brazil had been good in the past 
before it dropped drastically in the 1970s. This is what we 
are trying to amend. The idea of the trip was to talk to 
some colleagues in Brazil and to explore avenues of trade 
relation.” Said he, “I was interested in the idea of the 
development of their electronic media, data processing, 
software and communications. i aiso explored the possi- 
bility of gaining from their quarry potentials. A lot of 
mineral exploration is going on in Brazil and this can be 
sharpened up to a fine finish. Our visit was pegged on three 
things: co-operation, partnership and complementarity. 
We needed to see what the Brazilian entrepreneurs have 
achieved and aim at complementarity. We need to see 
areas of co-operation, where we can work together. One of 
the problems we have in Africa is that we have only been 
producing raw materials, only to be exported at cheap 
prices, made use of abroad and the finished goods sold to 
us at exhorbitant prices.” Complementarity in this case 
means that if Brazilians come to Nigeria to invest, Nige- 
rians should go to Brazil to invest. 


Almost in all other important trips since he became 
minister in December 1987, General Nwachukwu has 
found the way to accommodate other Nigerian industri- 
alists and business leaders in his entourage. These bus:- 
nessmen are listed as part of official government delega- 
tion and are therefore covered by diplomatic immunity 
for the duration of the trip. They go everywhere the 
minister goes and meet the people he meets, opening for 
them doors that may never have been opened to “ordi- 
nary private individuals.” 


The other important trips which have been of immense 
benefit to the country are the visits to Japan and United 
Kingdom. The names of the business barons on the tour 
list included Dr. Herbert Orji, managing director, 
Progress Bank, Malam Suleiman Umar, managing 
director, Chase Merchant Bank, Chief Nlogha Okeke, 
president of Association of Chambers of Commerce, 
Industries, Mines and Agriculture, Mr. Gamaliel Ono- 
sode, chairman Cadbury, Chief Ernest Shonekan, 
chairman, UAC of Nigeria and chief Dotun Okubanjo, 
an industrialist. 


In March, at a Command and Staff College, Jaji lecture, 
External Affairs minister explained that Nigeria’s recent 
foreign policy thrust on economic diplomacy was 
designed to achieve a balance between its political and 
economic concerns and not to jettison the past. He stated 
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that the new thrust is to address Nigeria’s declining 
economic fortunes. He said that the rejuvenation of the 
Nigerian economy would bring the country back to the 
mainstream of international politics. He repeated some 
of the gains of economic diplomacy since it was launched 
last year. During his April briefing of media executives, 
the minister said the federal government's foreign policy 
thrust has brought in external capital of more than 600 
million dollars (about N4.6 billion) since it was launched 
in June 1988. 


But beyond that, other gains have been reaped. In an 
exclusive interview with the News Agency of Nigeria 
(NAN) last week, President Ibrahim Babangida listed 
four major gains of the economic diplomacy currently 
embarked upon by his administration. These are invest- 
ment agreement with South Korea totalling N720 mil- 
lion, balance of payment support from Japan to the tune 
of N1.5 billion, government and private sector economic 
cooperation with corresponding countries and the 
rescheduling of some of the country’s debt. The presi- 
dent explained that the economic diplomacy was a 
“concrete realisation of our belief that we are living in an 
inter-dependent world.” 


He further stated: “Since no nation is an island unto 
itself, we felt it is very necessary to reach out not 
necessarily on the normal diplomatic relations, but also 
to bring out a healthy economic cooperation between 
Nigeria and a number of other countries of the world. 


The External Affairs minister proudly attributed to eco- 
nomic diplomacy, the relative ease with which Nigeria has 
been able to get more loans from both the London and 
Paris Clubs of lenders. The minister also cites the rekin- 
died warmth between Nigeria and Britain as another 
achievement of economic diplomacy. Britain has agreed to 
give Nigeria backing in its quest for more loans. 


Nwachukwu listed the “action taken to realise objectives 
of economic diplomacy” while rendering account of his 
bilateral discussions with several countries in 1988. 
These include the visit of West German President Baron 
Weizsacker, in March 1988 and the minister's visit to 
London (March 1988), Argentina (August 1988) and 
Brazil (December 1988). He reported that these “visits 
and talks sought to attract credits, financial flows and 
foreign investment to Nigeria and to support the Struc- 
tural Adjustme~t Programme (SAP) and our economic 
development efforts.”’ Said he: “Joint ventures and part- 
nerships instead of aid were emphasised as strategy for 
cooperation between Nigeria and other countries.” 


Nwachukwu lists the British pledge of 100 million US 
dollars as “exceptional assistance” in support of govern- 
ment’s economic policies, Japanese “co-financing the 
200 million dollars World Bank loan to assist in our SAP 
and also providing a direct 23 million dollars nonproject 
grant to our country,” as the fruits of economic diplo- 
macy. In the process, he has received acclaim from the 
business sector as well as a segment of the foreign policy 
academia. Mrs. Joy Ogwu, associate professor at the 
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Nigerian Institute of International Affairs (NIIA), Vic- 
toria Island, Lagos sees the development as “a new 
dynamic and pragmatic approach to Nigerian diplo- 
macy.” For her, “it is a clear shift in our foreign policy 
orientation, changing posture from a predominant pre- 
occupation with political issues to concrete economic 
problems.” “Experience,” she says, “has shown that you 
cannot have a credible foreign policy without a stable 
domestic economic base. The resilience of the economic 
sector determines the capacity of the system to imple- 
ment policies.” She adds that in the past, Nigeria had 
concentrated on the political content of the foreign 
policy, to the detriment of its economy, just like most 
African nations, because “we were pre-occupied with the 
problems of decolonisation.” 


Chief Ernest Shonekan, managing director of United 
African Company (UAC) who was in the president's 
London entourage is enthusiastic about economic diplo- 
macy. He told THISWEEK in London, “he 
(Nwachukwu) is doing a fantastic work.” Shonekan who 
also counselled once at Kuru that emphasis on economic 
issues should be improved, echoed the argument for a 
strong economic base as a prerequisite for a dynamic 
foreign policy. He said that he and his business col- 
leagues had the chance to meet with other businessmen, 
especially at the dinner for Britain's business barons. 


During the dinner. Nigerian businessmen were able to 
explain the conditions for business in Nigeria to their 
foreign counterparts. Obviously, any foreigner would 
most likely want to learn from the Shonekans, Onosodes 
or Adeluyis the secret of economic success in a country 
like Nigeria. 


Shonekan was of the view that there has now been a 
change in attitude towards Nigeria in the external busi- 
ness environment. Foreign businessmen are eager to 
know about the Structural Adjustment Programme 
(SAP) and its effects on companies as well as about 
governmer*’s new industrial policy guidelines which 
they readily get explanation for. The business commu- 
nity, according to Shonekan, is generally happy that they 
are being involved in foreign policy. 


But it is not everyone that believes in Nwachukwu’s 
economic diplomacy. Some critics have condemned its 
quality, while others have asked if there has been any- 
thing new at all beyond the new battle cry. Professor 
Olajide Aluko, who teaches Nigerian Foreign Policy at 
the Obafemi Awolowo University (OAU) rejected the 
economic diplomacy outrightly. He also disagreed with 
government's basic diagnosis of the source of Nigeria’s 
economic troubles. “I disagree that this is the first time 
since independence that the Nigerian government would 
be using foreign policy to attract international trade. 
That explains why there are so many World Bank 
investments in Nigeria. That is why we have Kainji 
Dam.” According to Aluko, political consideration is 
more important in relations among states. “That is why 
economic sanctions are applied on South Africa so as to 
achieve political ends,” he argues. 
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Aluko also quarrels with the issue of Nigeria’s renewed 
romance with British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher 
at the expense of Nigeria’s South African economic 
sanctions policy. Says he: “This is an illusion because 
Thatcher would not give out money to Third World 
countries without expecting something in return. It is 
very unfair t© hobnob with Britain at the expense of 
liberation struggics. Many African National Congress 
(ANC) officials I spoke to on my last visit to London are 
not happy about it. They say they can’t explain why 
Thatcher would come to Nigeria twice.” He adds that 
whatever Nigeria’s economic problems are. the country 
has the resources that could play an important role in 
Africa. “There is no African country that can assume 
that role. Our problem is gross mismanagement of 
resources, misallocation of resources and incompetence 
in public life and not atiracting foreign investment.” 


The professor believes that to talk of economic policy “is 
a mirage.” To him, it is not a thing of national pride to 
rely on foreign investment for development because. 
according to him, the more a country depends on foreign 
investment, the less independent that country becomes. 
“As it is now, we have lost a lot of sovereign independent 
capacity to decide our foreign and domestic issues. There 
iS a limit to which we should allow the World Bank and 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to determine 
issues for us. They want us to remain hewers of wood and 
drawers of water.” 


The alternative, according to Aluko, is for Nigeria to 
reduce the current level of corruption in the society and 
make every multinational company diversify and invest 10 
per cent of their profit on research and development. “We 
must put our house in order first.” On Ike Nwachukwu's 
policy of taking along businessmen, on foreign trips, Pro- 
fessor Aluko says he does not think government should 
involve itself in the policy. “This is because government, 
in its dealings, 1s bureaucratic but private companies have 
flexibility. They have informal ways of operating through 
shady deals. Also, foreign companies also become suspi- 
cious and jittery. Government officials are guided by 
protocol. Why can’t we make use of our trade attaches in 
foreign missions? It is better for government to find out 
through our embass:<s abroad.” 


Dr. Sola Akinrinade, wh teaches History at the OAU, 
also opposes economic diplomacy. “What kind of diplo- 
macy “re we talking about when we have already under- 
mined the sole basis of our economy? What actually are 
the problems to be addressed?” According to him, 
because the naira had been overvalued, it will be difficult 
for government to articulate any coherent economic 
policy. “What then ts our bargaining chip?” he asked. 
“As it is, what we are doing is to be talking of resched- 
uling debts. All the basis of our economy has been sold to 
foreigners. We are supposed to be launching initiatives 
bul we are just responding to what others are telling us. 
We must ensmre that everything we are doing 1s in 
response to our needs. Our policies are not coherent.” 
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Akinrinade ts also sceptical on whether economic diplo- 
macy has been a success. “The question we should be 
asking now is how much has been brought back to 
Nigeria since the policy started? How much has been 
pumped into Nigeria? I don’t think government has even 
given thought to the fact that economic diplomacy in a 
way undermines our economic sovereignty. 


He believes that there is no way of guaranteeing that 
what the country will gain internationally would not be 
squandered on the acquisition of private property by 
government officials. “How do we convince the present 
international creditors that we would consolidate 
gains’ he asks. Akinrinade has a new option for the 
External Affairs minister. “Let us put our house in order 
first. Let us start at sub-regional level first. It is amazing 
that even at the sub-regional level, we can't even articu- 
late gains.” 


Since independence, almost all administrations have laid 
emphasis on freeing Africa and restoring respect to the 
blackman all over the world. But the extent to which this 
overriding objective has been pursued has varied with 
the frequency and volume of wealth available to the 
nation as well as to the strength of character of those in 
government. 


At independence, the focus of Nigeria’s foreign policy 
was coping with the pressures of an emerging indepen- 
dent nations. The earliest enunciation of Nigeria's for- 
eign policy objectives was on October 6, 1960, when 
Nigeria became the United Nations’ 99th member. The 
then Prime Minister Abubakar Tafawa Balewa espoused 
the country’s commitment to non-alignment, promotion 
of Afro-solidarity and efforts towards the decolonisation 
of Africa. Nigeria subscribed to the principle of non- 
interference in the affairs of other nations and in the 
equality of all nations whether big or small. 


Balewa, an apostle of “a gradual approach,” thought 
more of Nigeria in the Commonwealth of Nations than 
as a country inside the African continent. Like his 
former colonial masters, Balewa shunned the east. Polit- 
ical upheavals led to a blistering civil war which exposed 
the folly of the single-minded dedication to Britain, as 
UK led the West to denying support for the federal 
troops when the war started. When Britain did help, i 
was to neutralise whatever in-roads the Soviet Union 
might have made in the period of strife. 


The lessons of the civil war led to a shift in the country’s 
foreign policy. Hence, a significant milestone was 
reached in foreign policy conceptualisation as Africa was 
declared as “the centerpiece of Nigeria's foreign policy” 
by the Murtala/Obasanjo regime. That saw the golden 
age of foreign policy making and execution. Of course, at 
this time, Nigeria had a lot of money to throw around. 
Intra-African trade got a boost. Regional and bilateral 
agreement sprouted while Nigeria supplied electricity to 
some neighbouring states like Niger. 
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Building back the economic base of the nation becaiae 
the only relevant objective of the Babangida administra- 
tion which took over from Buhari and Idiagbon. In their 
own thinking, winning back the confidence of creditors 
and wooing the world to come and do business in Nigeria 
1S the answer to the problem. 


* Illicit Trade, Dangers of Fake Drugs Exposed 
3400003 2b Lagos THISWEEK in English 
18 Sep 89 pp 8-9, 12-14, 16 


{Article by Tunde Olugboyi with Tarwo Ogundipe. Nik 
Ogbulie, Madu Onuorah, Arin Ojutiku and Sam Egbu- 
ronu: “It’s Fake, It's Deadly—Adulterated Drugs Pose 
Threat to the Lives of Nigerians but Spin Money for 
Peddlers” 


[Text] Purchasing drugs at the drugstore “by the corner” 
comes naturally to many Nigerians just as reaching for a 
newspaper on the newstands. So, when Boniface Ofokaya., 
an Onitsha trader decided to visit a private clinic when he 
was sick, his friends believed it was unnecessary. since the 
“chemist” down the street could solve his problems, per- 
haps even better than a medical doctor. 


But Ofokaja insisted on seeking a doctor's advice. At a 
private clinic, malaria fever was diagnosed and the 
26-year-old trader was given some anti-malaria drugs. 
Ofokaja wert back home. convinced that his condition 
would improve. He was wrong. When he woke up the 
next day, itchy rash had covered most parts of his body. 


So, he went back to the same doctor who “suspected” 
measles and prescribed antibiotics. His condition did 
not improve. The third time he went to the clinic, the 
doctor prescribed a heavier dosage of antibiotics. By this 
time, Ofokaja’s illness had deteriorated and he was 
rushed to a public hospital where it was established that 
he had been on adulterated drugs. 


Ofokaja’s case is not isolated. That he even consulted a 
medical doctor makes him a little different from many 
Nigerians, who, for one reason or the other, would rather 
patronise the “know-all” drug vendor. Today, adulterated 
drugs have found their ways into all levels of the nation’s 
health-care system—from specialist and general hospitals 
to private clinics, health centres and dispensaries. 


According to medical experts, the situation has become 
so bad that six out of every 10 patients treated on drugs 
available in the country stand a chance of being exposed 
to adulterated or fake drugs. According to a Federal 
Ministry of Health report, about 50 percent of drugs 
available in the country are fake. A list recently released 
by the Food and Drug Administration and Control 
Laboratory (FDAC), identified 92 drugs as fake, 42 
adulterated, 17 contaminated, while 26 others were 
poorly labelled “with intent to confuse.” 


THISWEEK’s investigation reveals that some drugs. 
either because of the demand for them or because they 
are scarce and expensive. have become favourites of fake 
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drug manufacturers, thereby coming up tops on the list 
of drugs that 2:e most:. adulterated. These include 
paracetamol tabiets, bloud tonic and tablets. quinine 
hydrochloride, cough syrups, anti-malaria tablets. folic 
acu! and Vitamin B-complex. There are even more 
complex ones such as antibiotics and medicaments for 
diabetic patients. 


The list is by no means exhaustive. According to Mr. 
Augustine Umetiti, chief executive of Vita Med Phar- 
macy, Onitsha. more than 50 percent of the drugs in the 
market are either fake, adulterated or have expired. Dr 
Beko Ransome-Kuti, former vice-president of the 
Nigeria Medical Association (NMA). paints a more 
gloomy picture: “I can't think of any drug that 1s not 
being faked.” 


According to medical experts, a drug 1s classified as fake 
if its original composition is altered, cheapened or 
debased. One of the common methods of adulteration 1s 
dilution with baser chemicals to produce additional 
units. For example, drugs which should contain 280mg 
of active ingredients could be diluted to contain less than 
100mg and sold at the price of the original drug. As such. 
the actual content of the drug written on the packets or 
sachets are sometimes reduced to as low as 40 percent. In 
essence, patients are overcharged, as they buy subsian- 
dard drugs at the price of the real thing. Laboratory tests 
have indicated that the contents of adulterated drugs are 
under-standardised and as such could not deliver the 
desired action if used because they are underdose 


Another identified method of adulteration 1s the filling 
or compressing of tablets and capsules with powerless 
and nonmedical substances such as chalk, starch, talcum 
powder, lactose and even poultry feed. For adulterated 
syrups, water constitutes the “most active” ingredient, as 
the original product may have been diluted with water. 
so much so that using such syrup will not be too different 
from drinking ordinary water. 


Faking also comes in form of copying the product names 
and designs with subtle alicrations of widely accepted 
brand of generic product. For instance. there may be a 
variation of a drug known as LACTASE which drug 
fakers may choose to call LUCTACE. As such, LUC- 
TACE ts passed on to the unsuspecting patient as the 
intended drug. In other instances, some manufacturers 
of fake drugs alter the expiry dates of already expired 
drugs. The packets accompanying such drugs are 
replaced with ones whose expiry dates are post-dated for 
up to five years. Investigations also revea!) that some 
drugs are also labelled ambiguously, with insufficient 
information on the dosage and the percentage of the 
drug's active ingredients. 


THISWEEK Icarnt that in Onitsha, one of the fake 
drugs’ hot spots, some of the pharmaceutical companies 
import empty tubes of capsules and fill them up with 
baby food and sell at the same price as the genuine 
capsules. Sources said that a tin of Cerelac or Lactogen 
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“translates” to about !|.000 capsules of Ampicillin which 
selis at N280, whereas the tin of the powdered milk costs 
about N35. 


Other dealers ¢.2sent pain relievers to patients as anti- 
malaria drugs. In Onitsha, manufacturers of adulterated 
drugs coat aspirin tablets with chloroquine powder. 
Unswspecting buyers, because of the bitter taste, are 
usualiy convinced that such products are genuine. Togo- 
mycin (a drug used for the treatment of gonorrhea) and 
procain penicillin are also being surreptitiously inter- 
changed. Labels of togomycin injections are often 
reprinted and pasted on the bottle of procain and sold as 
togomycin. While a bottle of togomycin costs N35, that 
of procain is N5.00. 


Seridon P and Fansider are two different drugs that are 
also turning the fake drug business into a goldmine. 
Because Fansider and Seridon P look alike and are 
manufactured by Roche. clever drug dealers sometimes 
sell Seridon P as Fansider. While Seridoi: P costs about 
N50 for a packet of 100, Fansider is sold at about N700. 


Asthmatic patients may have been more seriously 
affected by the rate of drug faking. Dapsone, a drug used 
for relieving asthmatic pains is not usually available in 
some communities. This presents an opportunity for 
drug dealers who always fill Dapsone containers with 
Prometazine and sell to patients as Dapsone. While 
Dapsone costs N45 per 1,000 tablets. Prometazine sells 
for N12. The patient may discover that his condition 
may be getting worse, without knowing that the drugs he 
used had little to do with making him feel better. 


With all these ingenious ploys, it becomes extremely 
difficult for consumers to identify fake drugs. “wef 
Julius Adelusi-Adeluyi, president of the Pharmaceut,cal 
Society of Nigeria (PSN) and chief executive of Juli 
Pharmacy told THISWEEK that a pharmacist can sus- 
pect fake drugs by either the physical test “which could 
be visible in its labelling, packaging or expiry date, or in 
the area of taste, smell and colour.” But he also added: 
“Such basic things” do not implicitly show that such 
drugs are fake. “To guard against the problem of buying 
fake drugs, it is best to patronise the one that bears 
minimum risk: the registered pharmaceutical store 
which has a genuine pharmacist.” 


But Ofokaja’s case has shown that even in a registered 
clinic, a doctor can unknowingly administer a patient 
with substandard drugs. An Aba drug “merchant” told 
THISWEEK that misleading labels are sometimes 
placed on the packets of Gentamycine injections, and 
that unsuspecting doctors may administer their patients 
with the substandard injection, which may lead to pro- 
longed illness. 


The fake drug problem has assumed an alarming dimen- 
$10Nn and it poses serious threats to the nation’s health- 
care delivery system. The effects of drug adulteration are 
wide and varied. Giving a graphic presentation of some 
of the physical side-effects arising from the use of fake 
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drugs. Vinc -nt Ezinia, a pharmacology expert says “con- 
sumption of adulterated drugs lead to the development 
of resistance of antibiotics, which would create the need 
for the use of more toxic and expensive ones.” “Other 
dangers involved in their use.” he adds, “include the 
possibility of menta! derangement, especially among the 
youths, increase in road accidents, malformation of 
babies in the womb and stillbirth, diabetes, hyperten- 
sion, myorcardial degeneration, coronary heart disease 
and cancer. Patients are especially prone to death after 
the use of these drugs.” 


Apart from health hazards. financial losses are also being 
incurred. Patients who spend their money on adulterated 
drugs. often do not get any value for such spendings. The 
nation has also recorded huge losses in monetary terms. 
Dr. Fred Adenika, chairman of the National !nstitute of 
Pharmaceutical Research and Development (NIPRD), 
Abuja, projects a yearly loss of about N250 million. 


The country’s fledging pharmaceutical industry is the 
worst for proliferation of fake drugs. Apart from the 
monetary loss which chief Adeluy: conservatively puts at 
over N100 million yearly, the issue has cast a deep slur on 
the reputation of bona fide pharmacists and reputable 
pharmaceutical firms. Professor E.O. Elebute. chairman of 
Glaxo Nigena Pharmaceutical Company Limited. laments 
that apart from being unable to sell their products in the 
local market, the indigenous companies are afraid to 
export their products so as not to damage their reputation. 


But whatever health problems people have suffered by 
using fake drugs, drug dealers have made tremendous 
financial gains. In Imo, Anambra and Lagos States. 
THISWEEK found out that traders are always enthusi- 
astic about marketing the fake and adulterated products 
because of the high profit margin. According to Mr. 
Okechukwu Muobuka, a patent medicine dealer at the 
Bridge Head market, Onitsha, the sale of adulterated 
drug is one of the quickest ways of making money. 


However, most of the drug sellers who, inadvertently. are 
from the eastern part of the country, would rather not 
view the issue from the perspective of the harmful 
side-effects of using fake drugs. but prefer to offer other 
explanations to why people buy these drugs from them. 
Says Mr. Victus Nwokeke, a patent medicine dealer in 
Onitsha: “If the prices of original ones are reasonably 
low, many people will be discouraged from adulteration, 
because the profit motive will not be there.” 


The questions still are: What are the sources of these 
killer drugs? How do they get into the market’ Sources 
told THISWEEK that the main source of fake drugs ts 
the Far East, notably Taiwan, Hong Kong and Singa- 
pore. According to Professor Olikoye Ransome-Kuti. 
Health Minister, more than 70 percent of the drugs come 
through the ports, adding that some of the big-time 
dealers link up with overseas companies and deliberately 
order substandard drugs. These drugs. along with gen- 
uine ones, are all cleared by the Inspectorate Division of 
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the Federal Ministry of Health at the ports of entry as 
genuine and standard drugs. 


The situation got worse during the import licence era, 
when licences were issued t. many traders, most of 
whom were non-pharmacists—a move aimed at easing 
the then acute problem of drug shortage. In the view of 
Eddy Agulana, chasrman of the Enugu branch of the 
PSN, “international crooks then capitalised on the igno- 
rance of the non-pharmacist importers and sold substan- 
Card drugs to them for onward dumping in the Nigerian 
market.” And for Chief Adeluyi, “there is no doubt that 
when it comes to faking, it is not only a Nigerian affair. 
Ninety percent of the drugs in the country are imported 
directly, either as finished producis or in the form of raw 
materials for local manufacturing. 


Even beyond: = “external factor” issue, local manufac- 
turers have perfected the art of drug faking. With 
machines brought from abroad. th= big-time quacks 
produce drugs—large quantities of tablets, capsules and 
syrups—under substandard factory conditions. The 
small-time manufacturers, on the other hand, engage in 
crude manual production without standardising the con- 
tents, or testing the drugs for the side-effects. Some 
companies even produce small-sized polythene con- 
tainer for adulterated drugs. At Onitsha, a new machine 
for nylon bags has been in use. The machine can also cut 
and reseal waterproof packs, making it easy to substitute 
the contents of such containers. 


Whereas genuine drugs are subjected to rigorous quality 
control analysis and their effects determined before 
being sent for approval by the Food and Drugs Admin- 
istration, most manufacturers of fake drugs do not even 
have basic equipment and laboratories. Al) they engage 
in 1S manual production with little or no standardisation. 


These products are then packaged by ancillary packaging 
companies after which they are marketed through a well 
co-ordinated distribution channel, principally, the 
patent medicine stores where they are purchased by 
unsuspecting patients, as well as those who, as suppliers, 
knowingly acquire them because they are cheaper than 
the real ones. The drugs are also distributed to customers 
which may include registered clinics and big hospitals. 
For the suppliers, just like the manufacturers, it has 
meant huge profits. 


Perhaps, what makes tracking drug takers more compli- 
cated 1s the fact that not only non-pharmacists engage in 
the business. Five pharmacists, along with 20 other 
persons, were alleged to have been arrested when the 
police carried out a series of raids on fake drug selling 
points in Lagos (see box [eliminated]). But Chief Adeluy 
disagrees, arguing that no pharmacist has been found 
guilty in connection with selling or distributing fake 
drugs, except that there are only “allegations” that some 
pharmacists were among those arrested. “A pharmacist 
who 1s a member of the PSN and 1s proved guilty of 
involvement in an infamous act would have his name 
removed from the register,” he says, because “the society 
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wil) not unduly protect us members found guilty in 
connection with the issue of fake drugs.” 


Yei, THISWEEK found that some pharmacists front tor 
some fake drug manufacturing companies and dealers and 
aiso licip them to obtain licences. which otherwise they 
may not have been able to obtain. In Aba. some pharma- 
cists stand for these manufacturers as “resident pharma- 
cists.” Disclosed an Aba medicine dealer: “We pay N100 
monthly to pharmacists as charge for cover.” Health 
officials have also held pharmacists responsible for collab- 
orating with quacks. The most vociferous has been the 
health minister, who said he has been branded an enemy 
by the pharmacists for constantly harping on this. 


However, pharmacists are also holding government 
responsible for not taking “effective measures” to curb 
the growth of the manufacturing and distribution of fake 
drugs over the years. They also blame government for 
allowing charlattans and cuacks to handle drugs by 
licensing them to operate as patent medicine dealezs. Mr. 
Ebenezer Adeleke, chairman of the Lagos State branch of 
the PSN recalls that the licensing of patent medicine 
vendors was introduced during the colonial era when 
there was dearth of trained pharmacists. He believes that 
there is now an adequate number of pharmacists to 
warrant the phasing out of the patent medicine vendors 
whose number 1s put at about 800.000 nationwide. 


Over the years, patent medicine deale:« have become an 
integral part of the nation’s health-care delivery system. 
They give consumers easy access to drugs, because of 
their availability, in almost every noc < and corner of the 
nation. And with just over 4,000 registered pharmacists 
available to service the nation’s estimated 120 million 
citizens, phasing out medicine vendors. according to 
som. analysts, may turn out to be as devastating as doing 
away with the ubiquitous molue buses on Lagos roads. 
As Colonel Ray: Rasaki, Lagos State Governor who was 
once confronted with the demand by the pharmacists. 
says: “The vendors have their purpose. We can't do away 
with them.” 


Another accusation levelled agaist government ts that it 
has not introduced an “effective law” to regulate the 
marketing and administration of drugs. The law, until 
recently, we regarded as not providing stringent regula- 
tions and guidelines to check drug faking. The Food and 
Drugs Act of 1974 proviued that any person found guilty 
of an offence of drue faking shall. on summary convic- 
tion, be lable to 3 .ine not exceeding N400 or to 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding one year or both. 
On conviction upon indictment, the offender would be 
liable to a fine not exceeding two years or both. 


The Act also specified conditions under which drugs can 
be manufactured. It stated that manufacturing of drugs 
should be backed by government certification from the 
minister in respect of the processes and conditions of the 
premises; and that the packaging and presentation of 
such manufactured drugs should be made known to the 
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ministry. It empowered the minister to demand that the 
manufacturer comply with the standards set by the Act. 


Also, under the Act, drugs could not be brought into the 
country unless the article is accompanied by a certificate 
from the overseas manufacturers and that such article 
must have been manufactured in accordance with the 
provisions of the Act. Restrictions designed to protect 
consumers on the use of certain drugs were also placed 
by the Act which makes it illegal for any person to sell 
any drugs which are in the following categories: thuse 
that are unfit for human consumption and those having 
harmful substances. 


Decree 21 of 1988, known as Counterfeit and Fake Drugs 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) went some notches further, 
making it an offence liable to a fine of N2,000 or two years 
imprisonment on conviction for producing, importing. 
selling, possessing and displaying counterfeit, adulterated, 
banned or fake drugs. Just like the previous law, the decree 
was sull considered soft and government was pressurised 
to make it stiffer Government responded and came up 
with a decree wi — tougher penalties. 


The new decree titled “Counterfeit and Fake Drugs 
(Miscellaneous Provision) Decree 17 of 1989 which 
repeals that of 1988 imposes a punishment of up to 15 
years imprisonment or a N500,000 fine or both on 
dealers of fake drugs. In addition, it provides that any 
person who hawks or displays or sells any drug which is 
not genuine shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine of 
N5,000 or to imprisonment for two years in prison or 
both. The new law has been widely applauded for being 
stiffer and more encompassing. 


Again, the question arises as to whether this law can 
effectively curb drug faking. Some pharmacists believe 
the objective of the new law would be defeated like those 
of the earlier ones if not properly implemented. Fred 
Adentka, chairman of the National Institute of Pharma- 
ceutical Research and Development, Abuja, in a paper 
titied Drug Abuse And Misuse: What Have Statutes Got 
To Do With Them? argues that the problem is not that of 
non-existence of laws and statutes, but enforcement of 
such statutes. According to him, “there is proof that the 
control of drugs have been weak because laws dealing 
with them have not been enforced.” For instance, in 
respect of pharmacy practice laws which have existed in 
the books for several years, the critical reader who has 
observed the reality of today’s practice may be won- 
dering: “Who really 1s a pharmacist (as opposed to the 
ubiquitious chemist)? When are pharmaceutical pre- 
mises properly registered and supervised? On what basis 
are foreign pharmacy credentials assessed and approved 
by the pharmacists board? Which precisely are the 
legally-recognised statutory books of practice?” 


Sola Ogunwote, a pharmacist with the Lagos State Health 
Management Board, believes the previous laws could have 
considerably checked fake drug dealers if well enforced. 
Says he: “We have had tales of collusion of customs 
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officials at the ports; we have also heard tales of police 
letting off arrested culprits when palms had been greased.” 


Perhaps, there 1s no person who holds this view more 
strongly than Dr. Beko Ransome-Kuti, who told THIS- 
WEEK that customs and the police are “definitely the 
blacklegs in the whole issue.” He laments: “Unfortu- 
nately, this is not a new allegation. One wonders why 
government finds it impossible to deal with them.” He 
then calls on the president “to do something about the 
top echelons of the police in particular.” 


This view had, at various times, been echoed by the 
Health minister himself, who in some instances, have 
come oul with concrete evidence to prove this allegation. 
Professor Ransome-Kuti, on an NTA [Nigerian Televi- 
sion Authority] programme, Dialogue, in mid-1988, 
cited the case of a consignment of 200 boxes of fake 
ampicilin capsules that could have entered the market, 
but for the vigilance of health inspectors stationed at the 
ports. The minister told the nation of the reluctance of 
the customs to release the drugs for distribution until the 
intervention of President Ibrahim Babangida. 


Perhaps more than anything else, it is believed that it is the 
candour as well as relentlessness of the minister tn his 
approach to the issue so far that has given the hope that the 
fake drug cancer may soon become a thing of the past. 
Professor Ransome-Kuti has been credited with the notice- 
able change of gear in the government's attitude on the 
issue. The task forces on fake drugs have taken off and 
successful raids have been carried out on the dens of the 
fake drug dealers (see box feliminated]). Late last month. 
following a joint exercise by the Health ministry and the 
police. hundreds of shops and distribution outlets in 
idumota, in Lagos. Aba, and Owerri in Imo State were 
sealed as a result of the discovery of fake drugs. 


The PSN however, is not leaving the solution of the 
problem to government. Chief Adeluyi says that the first 
step the society 1s taking 1s to carry out a “proper 
research on the situation. The Research and Documen- 
tation Committee 1s working on this and will soon come 
out with the true picture of the situation.” He adds that 
the PSN ts also planning to enlighten the public through 
symposia. conferences and seminars on the use of drugs, 
by discouraging the habit of buying drugs from cregular 
sources and alerting them on the danger of indiscrimi- 
nate and irrational use of drues. “We are also trying to 
ensure that pharmacists, especially those in general prac- 
lice stock their shops with genuine drugs obtained from 
genuine sources,” he says. 


Mr. Umetiti has a different solution: that all medicine 
sellers be made to have a fixed address where they can be 
reached and monitored if they are selling fake drugs. He 
suggested that the sale and compounding of generics 
should be the exclusive right of trained pharmacists and 
registered pharmaceutical companies operating in regis- 
tered pharmacy shops and that the government should 
periodically supervise and monitor such shops and com- 
pounding centres. 
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Yet, all these might not provide the final solution. The 
ultimate solution, some people argue, lies in the country 
being able to go into local manufacturing of drugs with 
local contents, although this may not be possible in the 
near future. According to Dr. Beko Ransome-Kuti, the 
lack of a petro-chemical industry and infrastructures 
needed for a successful take-off of an indigenous phar- 
maceutical industry are limiting factors. He however 
believes the country should not wait until a petro- 
chemical industry comes on stream before local drug 
manufacturing commences. Says he: “We can, for now, 
establish the rudiments of pharmaceutical manufac- 
turing industry. We can also engage in the manufacture 
of intermediate products.’ He adds that government has 
to come up with, and provide the necessary infrastruc- 
ture such as land, roads, water and electricity. But on a 
despondent note, he says he “can’t see government 
making any move in that direction as of now.” 


Chief Adeluyi will want Nigerians not to “be unneces- 
sarily alarmed” by all kinds of statistical data on fake 
drugs, addi»s that “a proper research is still being 
carried out by the PSN. But “victims” of fake or adul- 
tereted drugs like Ofokaja will find little succour in such 
assurance. 


* Aikhomu Defends Nation’s Shipping Policy 


34000067c Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 
21 Sep 89 p 16 


[Article by Tawey Zakka] 


[Text] The Chief of General Staff, Vice-Admiral Augustus 
Aikhomu has defended the nation’s shipping policy, saying 
that it is in line with the inward looking thrust of Structural 
Adjustment Programme (SAP) and Nigeria’s reason for 
accepting the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCT AD) code on shipping. 
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The UNCTAD code enacted in 1975 for liner confer- 
ences, was meant to introduce a new international mar- 
itime order in support of the demand of developing 
countries to participate and share in the revenue from 
the carriage of their goods by sea. 


Vice-Admiral Aikhomu’s defence of Nigeria’s shipping 
policy based on the UNCTAD code came in an address 
to an international workshop on shipping trade, and 
development which began in Abuja on Tuesday. 


In the address read by the Minister of the Federal Capital 
Territory, Major General Gado Nasko, the chief of 
general staff said that he was aware the policy had raised 
an uproar Over its cargo sharing provision. 


He said that Nigeria had made clear its intention to 
improve its balance of payment by earning more foreign 
exchange, develop an indigenous shipping capabilities to 
promote export trade and increase Nigeria’s participa- 
tion in ocean shipping. 


Other aims of the policy, he said were to promote 
shipping technology and assist in the economic integra- 
tion of the West African sub-region. 


The chief of general staff contended that the imbalance in 
the areas of ship ownership, trade earnings and shipping 
activities which the UNCTAD code is expected to erase. 
“can still be felt in some proportion today in Nigeria.” 


The Minister of Transport, Lt-General Alani Akinrinade 
(rtd) in a welcome address read by his Director-General, 
Alhaji Saidu Barda said that trade and maritime trans- 
port could play a key role in the economic development 
of poor countries. 


He hoped that the workshop “would lead to greater 
articulation and adoption of common strategies, harmo- 
nization of our various maritime policies and actions for 
the rapid development of our country.” 


The workshop is sponsored by the Nigerian Shippers 
Council and the Nigerian Institute of Social and Eco- 
nomic Research. 
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